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The Name 


By J. Wesley Ingles 


ERE I to sing all Beauty in one word, 
And in that word proclaim the perfect 
Life 
Only once lived on earth, the Truth once 
heard, 
The Way once seen amid the mad world’s 


strife, 
The only Hope above the silent tomb, 
Beginning and the End of time and space, 
Love deeper than the lowest sinner’s doom 
And wider than the world in its embrace— 


That word would be the Name of Him who 
came 
To minister to those in need, to heal the 
sick, + 
To seek and save the lost, to suffer shame, 
To raise the dead and to transform the 
quick, 
To let us see the Father, and to show 
The narrow way whereon the ransomed go. 


ye 
Jewish Honor Students 


Jewish perseverance and pervasiveness 
are proverbial, But they are more than 
that, for these characteristics are intimately 
related to God’s purposes concerning his 
Chosen People. They are a virile people, 
surviving persecution, able to devote them- 
selves to any object with fiery zeal, and per- 
meating all other races. An illustration of 
the keenness of their minds has just come 
to light in one of our Eastern universities. 
The local chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society recently sent to its members, alumni 
as well as undergraduates, a list of forty- 
eight names of students eligible to be con- 
sidered for election. At least a third of 
these names appear to be Jewish. This is 
significant, when it is remembered that the 
forty-eight names represent those who have 
the highest schoiastic standing in the col- 
lege department of the university. It is 
interesting to note also that the subjects 


in which the Jewish students are majoring 
are mainly courses in economics and sci- 
ence, a reminder of their liking for the 
hard, cold facts of business and their apti- 
tude in scientific research, Though they 
have been dispersed among fhe nations, 
and though (as a people) they still flout 
God’s grace, the children of Abraham are 
now and will continue to be a race of peo- 
ple with outstanding physical and mental 
power. Does not this suggest the wonder 
that Israel will be when she has recognized 
and received her Messiah? 


= 


How Shall We Spend 
Watch Night? 


“Praying” the old year out is better 
than “seeing” it out. When the New Year 
dawns, which of these words will best de- 
scribe our attitudes and actions during the 
previous midnight hours: revelry or rev- 
erence, hilarity or humiliafion, thoughtless 
talk or thankful testimony, frivolity or 
fervor, parties or praying, compromise with 
the world or peace with God? The passing 


of a year should be a solemn reminder to 
Christians of the approach of eternity. 
There are many reasons for earnest prayer, 
such as the intensified suffering of Chris- 
tians in China, Japan, Korea, Russia, and 
Spain, the loss, of religious freedom in other 
lands, financial and political uncertainty 
in our own land, and, worst of all, sin ram- 
pant everywhere. The Great Commission 
Prayer League (808 N. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago), has again issued its call to prayer 
on Watch Night, December 31. A poster, 
which may be had from the League upon 
request, contains these suggestions: “A 
Great Awakening Prayer Challenge. ‘What, 
could ye not watch... one hour?’ €Matt. 
26:40.) Rally revival forces. Watch! 
Pray! Prevail! Suggested prayer periods: 
8-8.30, praise and thanksgiving; 8.30- 
9.15, prayer for United States and all 
nations; 9.15-10.00, intercession for Jews 
and Jerusalem; 10.00-10.45, social fellow- 
ship; 10.45-11.15, prayer for a revival in 
the Church universal; 11.15-12.00, personal 
consecration and intercession. . . . As the 
Church . . . so the world. Which shall it 
be... retreat or revival?” 


A Business Saint of Today 


A study of J. Harvey Borton, by his friend, C. G. T. 


together? Is there such a thing as 

a saint in the business world of 
today? Many would tell us that there is 
not — but it is cause for thanksgiving that 
there is. The word “saint,” of course, 
simply means a separated or sanctified per- 
son,—saved by the blood of Christ, — 
therefore all truly born-again Christians 
are saints. But in popular usage the word 
is applied to Christians of exceptional devo- 
tion and holiness, those whose lives are 
radiant with the presence and power of 
Christ. “And there are saints of this sort 
in the business world today, probably more 
than we realize; they are “the salt of the 
earth” and “the light of the world,” as the 
Lord designated his disciples, and God uses 
them to keep this world from decomposi- 
tion and utter darkness. 

Such a business saint of today, who made 
both the business world and the visible 
Church of Christ better places to live and 
work in, was J. Harvey Borton, who was 
taken Home to be with the Lord a few 
weeks ago on a Saturday afternoon, Octo- 
ber 30. He had lived out a well-rounded 
life, although he had only just passed his 
sixty-fifth birthday; and for forty-seven 


LD* BUSINESS and sainthood go 


years he had been whole-heartedly in busi- 
ness. During the most of his lifetime he 
was also whole-heartedly in the Lord’s 
business. The qualities that gave him suc- ’ 
cess and prominence in the one gave him 
success and prominence in the other. There 
is blessing to be had in a study of his char- 
acter and life, and THe Sunpay ScHoor 
Times would share this. blessing with its 
readers, for Harvey Borton was, for more 
than a quarter of a century, a large and 
vital part of the life and ministry of this 
paper. He was not only a devoted personal 
friend of the officers and members of the 
staff, but he was one of the most valued 
Directors the Times Company has ever had, 
giving himself unsparingly as he devoted 
his time and strength, without any com- 
pensation, to solving the problems and meet- 


. ing the needs of the work. 


There are a few characters in the Bible 
that make one believe that they and Har- 
vey Borton had qualities in common, — 
Joseph, Daniel, Stephen, and Job. One 
of the great kings of earth asked concern- 
ing Joseph, “Can we find such a one as 
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God 
is?” (Gen. 41:38.) He added, “Foras- 
much as God hath shewed thee all this, 
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there is none so discreet and wise as thou 
art: thou shalt be over my house”; and 
Joseph became the leading business man of 
Egypt, while he never faltered in his de- 


-yotion. to the Lord. 


Daniel first came into prominence be- 
cause he “purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself” with certain kinds 
of meat and drink that were popular at 
the time. Harvey Borton’s wholesome 
abstemiousness in such matters contributed 
to his almost uniformly good health as 
well as to his clear thinking and practical 
wisdom. But Daniel was not merely 
healthy in body; his spiritual health was 
such, in his devotion to God, that when 
his enemies “sought to find occasion against 
Daniel . . . they could find none occasion 
nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful” 
(Dan. 6:4). They finally had to admit 
that they had “nothing on him” except 


‘his unswerving obedience to God’s will. 


Unremitting faithfulness to the Lord, in 
Christian service and business matters, was 
a shining characteristic of Mr. Borton. 

Stephen was one of the seven deacons 
first appointed in the early church because 
they were “men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom” (Acts 6:3), 
and therefore to be entrusted with important 
financial and business matters. The descrip- 
tion fits Harvey Borton. Because of this, 
God saw that he was appointed over tem- 
poral and spiritual matters of the highest 
importance. 


“Did Not Sin With His Lips” 
And there are striking similarities be- 


“tween his experience and that of Job. God 


gave Harvey Borton, like Job, years of 
many temporal blessings and much business 
prosperity. During those years Mr. Bor- 


‘ton was a faithful steward, giving largely 
‘and continually to the Lord’s work in many 


channels. God let Satan lay his hand on 
Job and bring financial disaster and many 
other afflictions upon him, when Satan 
taunted God with the insolent assertion 
that if this were done Job would “curse 
thee to thy face.” But the accuser of the 
brethren was mistaken, for Job accepted 
his affliction with the words: “What? 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, 


-and shall we not.receive evil? In all this 


did not Job sin with his lips” (Job 2: 10). 
During and after the years of the great 
business depression Mr. Borton suffered 
from severe financial reverses and busi- 
ness difficulties, —and none of his friends 
ever heard him utter a rebellious or com- 
plaining word. We may say reverently, 
“in all this did not Harvey Borton sin 
with his lips.” 

Even when, after many years of unusual 
health and strength, he went to the hospital 
to undergo a serious operation, he said to 
the writer with intense, almost vehement 
earnestness in his voice: “I want this to 
be a testimony to the Lord!” To a friend 
he wrote from the hospital: “I am dic- 
tating this to you in a room in the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital, where I have been for 


_several days. They are operating on me 


tomorrow afternoon about two o'clock, and 
I hope this will fix me up for a few more 
years of service. As the prospect of life 
shortens, the desire to have it count 
heightens.” Yet God, in his mysterious 


‘ providence which we cannot understand 


but which we can trust implicitly, did not 


deliver his servant of today out of physical 
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attack as he did Job, but permitted his 
earthly life to go out as he took him home 
to Heaven. But what a testimony that 
hospital experience was! Doctors, nurses, 
and friends never can forget it or get away 
from it. A fellow patient, who was near 
him in the hospital, thanked God that he 
had been sent to the hospital because of 
the blessing that came into his life from 
Harvey Borton’s testimony there. 


Thirty years or more ago young Mr. 
Borton called at the office of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo, Trmes and asked to see the Editor. 
They were strangers to each other then; 
he wanted to talk over a problem in the 
ethics of a common business practice of 
that day which troubled him as a Chris- 
tian man. He and the Editor found they 
had the same convictions about it; and this 
was the beginning of a friendship that con- 


. tinued through the years, a fellowship in 


Christ that will never end. His question- 
ing of that business practice was typical. 
Always he was interested only in the best 
and highest viewpoints and actions: always 
he wanted the best that God had for him. 
One cannot think of Harvey Borton as 
consciously accepting a lower standard than 
the best in any matter that he could control. 

A few years later, in the autumn of 1910, 
he made another call at THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times office, this time about an 
entirely different matter. He had known 
that his friends Phil Howard and Charley 
Trumbull were rejoicing in what was, to 
them, a new realization of the presence of 
Christ in their lives: a new and practical 
experience of the New Testament truth of 
union with Christ, so that old things had 
passed away and all things were become 
new. He had been praying about this for 
himself, but he somehow failed to lay hold 
of what he longed to have, so he came that 
afternoon, at the end of a day that he had 
set apart for Bible reading and prayer, to 
talk and pray with his friends about it. 


When Christ Became His Life 


The three men talked together ; then they 
knelt in prayer; and before they rose from 
their knees they were bound together in 
a new, deeper, more blessed fellowship than 
they had ever known before, being “all one 
in Christ Jesus” in a new way. As they 
left the office and walked up Walnut Street 
together, that September afternoon twenty- 
seven years ago, they little realized what 
God had begun in their lives in ways that 
should go beyond the best they could ask 
or hope. 

Three years-later the first of the Victori- 
ous Life Conferences was held, young Robert 
McQuilkin taking the lead in this; and a 
few years after that Mr. Borton was asked 
to become Chairman of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, an office in which he continued 
with rare devotion, faithfulness, and lead- 
ership until the time of his death. 

One of the many gifts that God gave 
him was unusual executive and administra- 
tive ability. He was not only a good busi- 
ness man in matters of detail, he knew how 
to organize and direct large business in- 
terests, and how to train others to become 
able business men themselves. This gift 
God used not only in the field of secular 
business but in the several lines of Chris- 
tian service into which Mr. Borton was led. 

When Ralph and Edith Norton heard 
God’s call to undertake a work of evan- 
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gelism in Belgium, and realized their need 
of an efficient American Council, they asked 
Mr. Borton to become chairman of. this 
directing agency in the homeland; his ac- 
ceptance and able conduct of this work was 
a large factor in its success and blessing 
under God. ! ‘ 


When the Victorious Life Testimony was ° 


led, step by step, to enlarge its work, first 
accepting the trusteeship for the Keswick 
Colony of Mercy in New Jersey and mak- 
ing that the home of its conferences, later 
entering upon the investigation of unreached 
mission fields and forming the Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency, Mr. Borton was made the 
chairman of both these large enterprises, 
which God has signally blessed. And all 
these chairmanships he continued until God 
called him away. 


“Forasmuch As He Was Faithful’ 


Faithfulness was a marked characteristic 
of this business saint. He did what was 
entrusted to him to do. He was not quick 
to accept responsibilities or special com- 
missions; but once he had thought and 
prayed them through, and believed God was 
directing him to accept, then the respon- 
sibility was a sacred trust, and he admin- 
istered it in the faithfulness that charac- 
terized Joseph and Daniel. You could 
always count on him. He had no “alibis” 
for not having done what he was expected 
to do. His remarkable dependability 
warmed the hearts of his business associ- 
ates and Christian friends. 

This does not mean that he never made 
mistakes, or that he may not have failed in 
meeting some responsibility at some time. 
But whenever he made a mistake, whenever 
there was any such failure, he was quick 
to admit it, not excusing himself at all. 
He liked to see other people, he said, 
“come clean” when they had made some 
mistake ; it was a favorite expression of his, 
and always he “came clean” when there 
was any occasion to do so. To own up, 
quickly and handsomely, when there is 
something to own up to is not only good 
sportsmanship, it is good Christianity. We 
have a Lord who tells us, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

Efficiency was a genuine passion of Har- 
vey Borton’s life. He was constantly striv- 
ing to be more efficient in all that he did, 
in the little things as well as the large. 
He would read books eagerly on practical 
efficiency, and adopt any methods he be- 
lieved were useful ones. And his efficiency 
was not, as with some people, merely the- 
oretical; it was a dominatingly practical 
characteristic of his entire life. Whether 
in the plumbing supply business, in which 
he worked for forty-seven years, or in 
the administration of Victorious Life Con- 
ferences, missionary work, and grounds and 
buildings at Keswick, he showed that busi- 
ness sainthood and efficiency are inseparable. 

He was punctual in his habits and activ- 
ities. He believed that habitual lateness 
is a weakening and destructive thing, and 
he set a shining example to his business 
associates. He believed in opening meet- 
ings on time and closing them on time, and 
he did everything in his power to hold 
others to this high standard. 

While this business saint was an excep- 
tional man in his habits, attainments, and 


(Continued on page 910) 
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The Glorious Future of the Jews 


The splendor of the day to come when the Sun of Righteousness 
arises with healing in his wings 


By George T. B. Davis 

















T WAS a June morning in Jerusalem. 

We were seated, two young men and 

myself, in the waiting room of a busi- 
ness firm that is playing a prominent part 
in the rebuilding of Palestine. 

While we waited we entered into con- 
versation. 
were Jews. One of them was born in 
Jerusalem and spoke English and Hebrew 
fluently. The other had recently come to 
Palestine from Germany, and his English 
was rather halting and broken. 

As the three of us were alone in the 
waiting room it seemed to me to be an 
opportunity to witness for the Lord. I 
offered one of them a Gospel and the other 
a New Testament. They received them 
quite readily, but the young man born in 
Jerusalem started at once to argue. He 
declared he was quite all right, was living 
a good life, and had no sin! 

I was beginning to reply to this amazing 
statement of perfection, when the German 
Jew interrupted us. He wanted to know 
what my work was, and what had brought 
me to Palestine. I was very glad to tell 
them that I was greatly interested in the 
predictions of the Old Testament prophets 
about what would happen in Palestine in 
the latter days. I told them I had come 
over from America to see how these fore- 
casts made 2,500 years ago were being ful- 
filled today before our very eyes. 


The Key to Closed Hearts 


They were interested in this statement 
of my mission in Palestine, but the Jeru- 
salem Jew was still in a mood to argue. 
Then I told them that I loved the Jews 
because my Saviour was a Jew. The word 
“love” acted as a magic wand to open their 
hearts. The atmosphere of the waiting 
room suddenly changed. The young nfan 
born in Jerusalem lost his desire to argue. 
Instead, he began to tell me of his religious 
training, and the present state of his 
soul. 

He said he had not been brought up in 
the orthodox religion of the Jews, and that 
really he had no belief at all. He felt con- 
vinced, however, that people who had be- 
liefs were happier than those who were 
without them. He had attended. churches, 
and had seen people praying there. He 
observed that as they went out of the build- 
ing their faces were very different. They 
looked as though a stone had been lifted 
from their souls. He declared he would 
like to believe, and had tried to believe, but 
could not do so. And then — wonder of 
wornders—he bemoaned the fact that he 
had so many sins! 

What a contrast! Could it be possible 
that the same young man, who a few mo- 
ments before had contended that he had 
no sin, was now bewailing the sins that 
soiled and deadened his soul! The young 


man’s mind was speaking when he said he 
had no sin; his heart. was opening when 
he confessed his many sins, 

I told him how the Old Testament de- 


I found that both young men 


Like the faint gray light that hovers 
in the East long before the sunrise, the 
events in Palestine presage a new day 
for the Jew and for the world. But 
before the day breaks for Israel the 
terrific storm of the tribulation will 
come upon them. Yet there is a new 
day beyond, and it is not the creature 
of mere sentiment or of the false op- 
timism that expects man to usher in a 
golden age. It is a hope founded on 
the “sure word of prophccy,” which 
has been shining through all the long 
night of this world’s history, and whose 
light is ever more welcome to the true 
Church in these dark hours before the 
dawn. 

In this concluding article of his 
series, Mr. Davis traces through the 
Scriptures the prophecies concerning 
the Jews, and descibes the blessings 
that will be poured out upon them in 
their own Land. 








clares that the one thing that will take 
away our sins is blood: “It is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for the soul” 
(Lev. 17:11). I pointed out to him that 
the slaying of animals in the Old Testa- 
ment sacrifices, and the sprinkling of their 
blood, all looked forward to Christ shed- 
ding his blood on the cross of Calvary to 
make atonement for the sins of all who 
believe on him. 

By this time both the young men were 
listening intently. They wanted other ques- 
tions answered. One of them asked why 
it was that the Jews had suffered so much 
and so long. Beginning at Moses I told 
them of his remarkable predictions, nearly 
3,500 years ago, of blessings on the people 
for obedience, and judgments for disobe- 
dience. I recounted how these forecasts 
had been fulfilled to the letter in the his- 
tory of the Jews. 

At length Christ came —a suffering in- 
stead of a reigning Messiah —exactly as 
predicted by the Old Testament prophets. 
While many of the Jews received him as 
their Messiah and Saviour, yet the leaders 





The series of articles on Palestine 
by George T. B. Davis has now been 
published in book form under the 
title, “Seeing Prophecy Fulfilled in 
Palestine.” The book contains 132 
pages, with 30 pictures of people and 
scenes in Palestine. A special Christ- 
mas jacket for the cover has been 
prepared, which will be sent without 
extra cost to those who wish to use 
the book as a Christmas present. It 
may be obtained at 25 cents a copy, 
paper covers, and 50 cents in cloth; 
or 5 copies sent to one address, post- 
paid, for $1, or 12 copies for $2.25, 
paper covers, from the Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia. 














of the nation led the populace to reject 
him, and to give vent to that awful cry: 
“His blood be on us, and on our children.” 
Following this self-imposed curse, Moses’ 
prediction of judgments for disobedience 
came to pass swiftly, and have been of long 
duration. For nineteen centuries the Jews 
have been suffering exactly as foretold by 
their great Lawgiver of long ago. 

But today a new thing is taking place 
before our eyes. Even though the Jewish 
people as a nation have not acknowledged 
Jesus as their Messiah, yet God in his great 
mercy is bringing them back to the land 
of their forefathers. And further, I told 
them, the Lord Jesus Christ is soon coni- 
ing back to Palestine, not this time in low- 
liness but in majesty, to rule over Jerusa- 
lem and over all the earth. 

At this point the Jerusalem Jew inter- 
rupted me with the exclamation: “But, 
oh, we are so tired of waiting so long: for 
him to come!” 

“Oh,” I answered, “he is coming soon. 
How old are you?” 

“Twenty-five,” he replied. 

“Well,” I said, “I may or may not live 
to witness his coming, but I feel confident 
you will live to see him.” 

We were still talking of the coming of 
the Messiah when I was called to. see the 
manager of the firm. He apologized for 
keeping me waiting so long. But he need 
not have apologized, for my soul was full 
of joy that I had been able to witness to 
two young Jews who may, quite probably, 
live to see the return of the Lord in his 
glory and majesty. 


Secret Believers among the Jews i 


The first coming of Christ was as:'a 
Saviour instead of a King. His death and 
resurrection began the age of grace that 
has continued for nineteen centuries until 
the present time. During this period sal- 
vation has been not for nations, but for 
individual believers. In our Lord’s remark- 
able interview with the Jewish ruler Nico-~* 
demus, he declared to him that each in- 
dividual must be born again in order to 
enter into eternal life. The charter of the 
age of grace is contained in the statement 
made by Christ to Nicodemus in John 3: 
16: “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 


The early Christians were all Jews. On 


- the day of Pentecost, through the preach- 


ing of a Jewish follower of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, 3,000 Jews accepted Christ as their 
Saviour in a single day. All through the 
centuries large numbers of Jews have made 
the glad discovery that Jesus is the long- 
promised Messiah, and have put their trust 
in him and openly confessed him as their 
personal Saviour. It is estimated that dur- 
ing the nineteenth century one Jew in 
every 156 became a Christian. 

It is quite probable that in the present 
twentieth century an even larger propor- 
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tion of Jews have found forgiveness of 
sins and eternal. life through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and have publicly con- 
fessed him. 

There are many Jews who believe in 
their hearts that Jesus is the Messiah, but 
they have not the courage to confess him 
openly. In Palestine today many Jews are 
secret believers. A man there said he could 
give the names of a hundred Jews in one 
city in Palestine who believed in Jesus 
Christ. . But they were afraid to declare 
their faith openly, for to do so would be 
to lose their means of livelihood. 

Today there is a readiness among the 
Jews throughout the world to read the 
Bible, and to listen to the Gospel message, 
an open-mindedness that was utterly lack- 
ing a generation ago. I was recently con- 
versing with a well known Bible teacher 
who has labored in home and foreign lands. 
He made this striking statement: “I be- 
lieve the Jews throughout the world today 
are more ready to receive the Word of 
God than at any time since the day of 
Pentecost.” 


Why Are the Jews Returning? 


But as a nation the Jews are still in 
unbelief, and they will remain so until 
the coming of the Messiah. Because the 
Jews as a nation rejected Christ as their 
Saviour, they were scattered to the ends 
of the earth. Today, however, they are 
being regathered, though still with the veil 
of unbelief over their eyes. Why are they 
being called back to their own land? First, 
because it is “the set time,” appointed 
from all eternity, for their return. Second, 
because large numbers must be in the land 
to receive the Messiah with open hearts 
and arms when he appears in glory. The 
prophecy of Jeremiah 31:10 is having a 
preliminary fulfillment today before our 
eyes: “Hear the word of the Lord, O ye 
nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, 
and say, He that scattered Israel will 
gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd 
doth his flock.” 

But the return of the Jews to Pales- 
tine will by no manner of means mark the 
end of their troubles. The “time of Ja- 
cob’s trouble” is still future. The present 
disturbances in Palestine are a small thing 
compared to the tribulation they are yet to 
endure. But deliverance will come. The 
prophet Jeremiah (30:7) pictures the 
event: “Alas for that day is great so that 
none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out 
of it.” 

As the Jews return to Palestine in larger 
and larger numbers, the land will be in- 
creasingly fruitful and prosperous. In a 
previous book, “Rebuilding Palestine Ac- 
cording to Prophecy,” it was shown that 
the potential value of the mineral salts 
in the Dead Sea water is estimated at one 
trillion, two hundred and seventy billion 
dollars — or about as much as the combined 
wealth of the rest of the world! 

A number of nations, lured on by their 
lust for the wealth of the land of Palestine 
with its strategic position, will combine 
their forces and march against it. The 
prophet Ezekiel, writing more than 2,500 
years ago, addresses the enemies that are 
filled with greed to possess the land: “In 
the latter years thou shalt come into the 
land that is brought back from the sword, 
and is gathered out of many people, against 
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the mountains of Israel, which have been 
always waste: but it is brought forth out 
of the nations, and they shall dwell safely 
all of them. . . . And thou shalt say, I 
will go up . . . To take a spoil, and to 
take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the 
desolate places that are now inhabited, and 
upon the people that are gathered out of 
the nations, which have gotten cattle and 
goods, that dwell in the midst of the land” 
(Ezek. 38:8, 11, 12). 

Listen to Ezekiel’s description of the on- 
ward march of the enemies of the Jews to 
overwhelm the land of Palestine: “Thou 
shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou 
shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, 
and all thy bands, and many people with 
thee” (Ezek, 38:9). 

When it seems as if the Jews are about 
to be-annihilated by their enemies, they 
will cry to God in agony of soul to save 
them from destruction. God will answer 
their cry and give divine deliverance. There 
will be a mighty earthquake. Their Mes- 
siah will suddenly descend from Heaven, 
and smite and utterly destroy their enemies 
(Ezek. 38: 18-22). It will be a victory and 
deliverance greater than any of those re- 
corded in the history of the Jews from 
their beginning as a nation. 

The Lord himself, speaking through the 
prophet Ezekiel, describes the effect of the 
supernatural victory upon the nations 
throughout the ‘world: “Thus will I mag- 
nify myself, and sanctify myself; and I 
will be known in the eyes of many nations, 
and they shall know that I am the Lord” 
(Ezek. 38: 23). 

When the Jews See Their Messiah 

But the most amazed of all people will 
be the Jews themselves. They will be as- 
tonished not only at the great victory, but 
at the Victor himself. As they behold him 
they will see that their Deliverer is nail- 
pierced! Lo, their Messiah is none other 
than the Lord Jesus Christ whom the nation 
had been rejecting for nineteen long cen- 
turies! The prophet Zechariah vividly por- 
frays their repentance and poignant sor- 
row as they make this discovery: “And 
I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourn- 
eth for his only son, and shall be in bit- 
terness for him, as one that is in bitterness 
for his firstborn. . . . In that day there 
shall be a fountain opened to the house 
of David and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem for sin and for uncleanness” (Zech. 
12:10; 13:1). 

“There is a fountain filled with blood, 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 


And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 


The.news of the Messiah’s appearance 


“and victory will bring unbounded joy to 


Jews throughout the world. In every land 
they will vie with one another to get back 
to their homeland with all speed. Palestine 
will be utterly inadequate to contain the 
returning millions. But their territory, 
under the rule of David’s greater Son, will 
extend, as it did long ago under King 
Solomon, “from the river of Egypt unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates.” That 
land which is now waste and desolate will 
then blossom as the rose, and be like a 
watered garden. 
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In glowing language the Old Testament 
prophets picture the blessing and the glory 
of those great and happy days under the 
rule and reign of the Messiah. Isaiah gives 
a graphic description of the Jews hurry- 
ing back to their country and their King. 
They will sell their possessions and take 
their wealth back with them. Some will 
be in such haste to get to Palestine that they 
will go by airplane. Others, with more 
baggage to carry, will be compelled to 
travel by the slower method of steamships. 
Isaiah forecasts the scene (60: 8, 9): “Who 
are these that fly asa cloud, and as the 
doves to their windows? Surely the isles 
shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish 
first, to bring thy sons from far, their 
silver and their gold with them, unto the 
name of the Lord thy God, and to the 
Holy One of Israel, because he hath glori- 
fied thee.” 

The Jews will then be God’s heralds to 
bring untold blessing to the other nations 
of the earth. They will go forth to tell 
the people of all lands of the greatness and 
glory of the Messiah, the Son of God. 


The Transformed Earth 


The coming of Messiah will usner in 
the golden age of a thousand years of 
righteousness, under the rule of David’s 
greater Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Devil will be chained. War will be abol- 
ished. Universal peace, the dream of the 
ages, will at last come to pass through the 
reign of the Prince of Peace. Isaiah fore- 
tells how the beasts of the field wili live 
together in peace: “The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. ... 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:6, 9). 

In those days there will be no Anti- 
semitism in Germany or Poland, or in any 
other land. The Jews will be the most 
favored and fortunate people in the world. 
They will be—as they always have been 
—the blood relatives of the once rejected, 
but then accepted and adored, Messiah. 
The people that have been so long despised 
will be the most honored and esteemed of 
all the inhabitants of the earth. Isaiah 
tells how those that once afflicted them will 
then bow down to them: “The sons also 
of them that afflicted thee shall come bend- 
ing unto thee; and all they that despised 
thee shall bow themselves down at the 
soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, 
The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy 
One of Israel” (Isa. 60:14). 

In that golden era there will be no more 
rioting in the land of Palestine. The days 
of violence and destruction will be ended, 
and the age of peace and concord wiil be 
established: - “Violence shall no mere be 
heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction 
within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy 
walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise ... 
for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended. Thy people also shall be all right- 
eous: they shall inherit the land for ever, 
the branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified” (Isa. 6c: 18, 
20, 21). 
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The Gospel of the Ever Faithful Servant 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. moody memorial Church, Chieage 


A preview of the Gospel of Mark, to be 


studied for the next six months 








object the Holy Spirit has in view in 

his presentation of our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ in each of the four Gospels. 
In them we have four pen-portraits of our 
Saviour. It was given to Matthew to set 
him forth particularly as the King, the 
Messiah of Israel, hence the genealogy 
proving him to be the son of David and 
son of Abraham. This also accounts for 
the many references to and quotations from 
thé Old Testament Scriptures. Luke pre- 
sents him as the perfect Man, the unique 
Son of man who came to seek and to save 
the lost. A singular feature of his record 
is that of the table-talk of Jesus. Is there 
any function where a man relaxes and opens 
up his heart like a dinner party? And in 
Luke we see our Lord on many such occa- 
sions. Luke traces his genealogy back to 
Adam through Heli, the father of Mary 
and hence the: father-in-law of Joseph 
(Luke 3:23). John tells us plainly his 
object was to show that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that, “believing ye 
might have life through his name.” John 
shows that he is the eternal Word who 
became flesh for our redemption. 


Why There Is No Genealogy 


To Mark it fell by divine appointment 
to show us the Son of God acting in lowly 
grace and devoted subjection to the Father 
as the perfect Servant and Prophet of the 
Holy One. He plunges at once into his 
subject. In the short space of sixteen chap- 
ters he sets forth the busy Servant engaged 
in one work of mercy after another, hasten- 
ing from place to place as he does his 
Father’s bidding. Because we are not con- 
cerned about a servant’s forbears, but rather 
about h‘s ability, there is no genealogy at 
all in this Gospel, but a marvelous record 
of activity in doing good and in making 
known the mind of God. It has often been 
pointed out that Mark uses a word variously 
translated “immediately,” “straightway,” 
“forthwith,” and “anon” over forty times, 
and this word is only found about the same 
number of times in all the rest of the New 
Testament. “The king’s business requireth 
haste,” and Jesus was ever busy in the great 
work for which he came into the world. 

The sacrifice of the cross is presented 
differently too in each Gospel—and that 
in accordance with the Levitical offerings 
(Lev. 1 to 7). John tells of the death of 
the Lord as the burnt offering, the Son 
laying down his life to glorify the Father 
in the scene where he had been so dishon- 
ored by sin. Luke portrays that great sac- 
rifice as the peace offering, Christ making 
peace by the blood of his cross that God and 
man may be reconciled and have hallowed 
fellowship together. Matthew, as becomes 
one whose theme is the government of God, 
clearly identifies the work of the cross with 
the trespass offering, where the Lord could 
say, as in the Sixty-ninth Psalm, “Then I 
restored that which I took not away.” 

But in Mark’s account we gaze in awe 


|’ IS interesting to notice the special 





Outline of Mark 


Outstanding Theme: Jesus Christ, 
the Servant and Prophet of Jehovah. 





I. The _ perfection 

of Christ’s 

SETVICE = 5 0.05% I:tto 5:43 
II. The rejection of 

the Servant ... 6:1 to 10:45 


III. The faithfulness 
of the Servant 
even unto death 10: 45 to 15: 47 


IV. The risen Christ 
serving still .. 16 











and wonder at the Holy One made sin for 
us that we might become the righteous- 
ness of God in him. It is the great sin 
offering that is before us, Christ dying not 
only for trespasses committed, but because 
of what we are as sinners by nature, which 
our practice but makes evident. 

I dweli on these points because of the 
foolish things many have taught, as for in- 
stance, that Mark’s was the first effort to 
try to recall and set forth the story of Jesus 
and that this was amplified and altered by 
the writers of the other Gospels who may 
or may not be the persons whose names 
are linked with them. But we may be as- 
sured that all such speculations are idle and 
vain. The imprint of the divine mind is 
on every page of these records, and their 
very divergences (but never contradictions) 
as well as their agreements are but evidence 
of God’s inspiration. 

The Object of Mark’s Gospel 

Mark’s supreme object was to show the 
Gentile world the active love of God in 
Jesus the Christ serving needy men, seek- 
ing after sinners and saving all who trusted 
him. If one had no other part of Scrip- 
ture but this brief Gospel, there is enough 
in it to show to any troubled heart and 
conscience the way of life and peace. 

That Mark may, from the human stand- 
point, have been indebted to Peter for much 
of the information conveyed, need not be 
questioned, but ali that is written is ar- 
ranged by the Spirit of God and that with a 
definite object in view. 

It was given to Isaiah to prophesy of 
Messiah as the Suffering Servant of Je- 
hovah (Isa. 52 and 53). Moses predicted 
the raising up of a Prophet whose word 
on all questions would be final (Deut. 18: 
15-19). Mark was the evangelist chosen 
by the Holy Spirit to portray our Lord in 
these two offices, as Servant and Prophet. 
But we are not to suppose that this means 
the ignoring of other aspects of his nature 
and character. He was never more kingly 
than when serving, nor more divine than 
when he willingly limited himself. 

Peter the Great, after he had built up 
at great cost the Russian empire, decided 


he must have a navy. But no one in Russia 
knew the art of shipbuilding. So Peter 
vacated his throne for a time, appointed his 
consort Catherine regent, laid aside his 
royal apparel, and, dressed as a common 
laborer, journeyed to Holland and to Eng- 
land, in which countries he learned ship- 
carpentry by working in the great shipyards 
side by side with men who little dreamed of 
the dignity of the apparently uncouth artisan 
who toiled with them day by day. Peter 
was none the less an emperor when he 
wrought with hammer and adze than when 
he returned to his throne, 

In studying any book of the Bible it is 
well to have clearly in mind its main di- 
visions, or outline. The outline given on 
this page may help us as to this Gospel. 

Christ’s prophetic ministry is emphasized 
throughout, but more particularly in the 
third division, where in Chapter 13—as 
in Matthew 24 and Luke 21,—he carries 
us on to the last things, viewing with the 
eye of the Seer the conditions he knew, . 
would prevail until his return in glory to 
set up his Kingdom. It is noteworthy that 
when he speaks in this servant character as 
prophet of Jehovah, he declares his self-_; 
limitation, “Of that day and hour knoweth , 
no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father’ 
(13: 32). As the perfect Servant he chose, 
not to know what the Father was not.. 
pleased to reveal (Deut. 18:15, 18, 19). 


Mark’s Background 


John Mark was the son of a wealthy... 
woman named Mary, probably a widow, 
whose home was large enough to serve as 
a meeting place for many of the early dis- 
ciples after the Pentecostal outpouring 
(Acts 12:12), 

Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas, to 
whom he was related, to Cyprus, but later 
returned to Jerusalem, a proceeding which 
Paul thoroughly disapproved (Acts 12:25; - 
13:13; 1572 37-30). Later, however, Mark 
redeemed himsélf and became a trusted min- 
ister of Christ and coinpanion of Paul and 
Peter (2 Tim. 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:13). It is 
like God to select the one-time unfaithful 
servant Mark to tell the story of the ever 
faithful Servant, His own blessed Son! 

According to a well known tradition of. 
the early church, Mark was referring to 
himself when he told the story of “a cer- 
tain young man” who followed Christ right 
up to his entry into the house of the high 
priest and then, when the guards sought to 
lay hold of him, left the linen cloth that 


. had enswathed his body in their hands and 


fled from them naked (Mark 14:51, 52). 
The fact that no other evangelist records 
this incident perhaps is not in itself suffi- 
cient ground for believing this story, and 
yet, on the other hand, because of its wide 
acceptance in early days it may possibly be 
the truth. In that case it would imply that 
young John Mark has listened to the teach- 
ing of the Lord while he was in Jerusalem 
and his heart had gone out to Him insomuch 
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that he thought he was ready even to die 
with Him, but in the hour of testing he 
fled, as did the older discipies. How many 
there are who really love the Lord and yet 
lack that moral courage that enables them 
to go through with him at all cost! As we 
think of this fine young man and the diffi- 
culties he faced in getting really started in 
the service of the Lord, and yet remember 
that later on he proved himself an efficient 
minister of Christ, we may be encouraged to 
rise above our own fears and shortcomings, 
counting on God to make us true ambas- 
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sadors of the Gospel of his Son. As we 
study the record of him who said, “I am 
among you as he that serveth” (Luke 22: 
27), may our own hearts be bowed in lowly 
subjection before him and may we truly 
yield ourselves unto him as the One now 
risen from the dead, to serve in the same 
lowly spirit that characterized him when 
he. was in this scene, content with the ap- 
probation of the Father, even though we 
pass through this world comparatively un- 
known and unregarded. 


CHICAGO. 














A Business Saint of Today 


An editorial, continued from the second page 














successes, he was never hard on other peo- 
ple who did not measure up to his standard 
of what they should be and do. He was 
exceptionally fair toward those with whom 
he disagreed or whom he had to criticize. 
He always seemed to see both sides of 
things; he would weigh favorable and un- 
favorable factors with an open and truly 
judicial mind. If it was necessary for him 
to criticize or condemn an action or char- 
acteristic of some fellow worker, he would 
almost always mention something strong 
and fine in that one. This gave him excep- 
tional balance and wisdom, and exception- 
ally good judgment in weighing pros and 
cons, whether of persons or of projects. 

As a Christian man Harvey Borton had 
rare qualities of the most vital and beau- 
tiful sort. His devotional life, as that 
expression is commonly used, was uncom- 
monly devotional — utterly devoted to his 
Lord. The habits and characteristics that 
made his business life: exceptional were 
equally in force in his religious life. If 
he was punctual in getting to his office in 
the morning, he was equally punctual in 
keeping his Morning Watch with the Lord, 
early, before breakfast. He was faithful 
in personal habits of prayer and Bible read- 
ing — utterly faithful. Most of this, of 
course, was quite hidden from the outside 
world, but his intimate friends and loved 
ones could not fail to see it. 

He was a great believer in “quiet times.” 
As a member of the Society of Friends, 
prolonged silences in times of public wor- 
ship troubled him not at all; he welcomed 
them. And he believed there was a bless- 
ing, to be had in no other way, in with- 
drawing from one’s ordinary surroundings 
and going with others for a time of quiet 
in prayer, meditation, and conference. For 
many years he would take a certain day 
off once a year, away from his business, 
to spend the day alone in prayer and fel- 
lowship with God. As chairman of Chris- 
tian organizations he would get those asso- 
ciated with him to spend a day, or a 
week-end, in prayer together, and medita- 
tion, and consideration of the problems 
confronting the work. That his various 
Christian responsibilities were immeasur- 
ably blest and prospered because of this 

_habit there-can be no doubt. All Christian 
work would be infinitely the gainer by 
adopting this method. 

Thus he believed that the Prayer Re- 
treats held from time to time at Keswick, 


of which no public announcement was ever 
made but to which individuals and workers 
were invited to come if they believed they 
should, he considered of vital importance 
to the work. He knew, by the most prac- 
tical and unmistakable personal experience, 
that prayer was the most practical and 
vital factor, not only in his Christian work, 
but also in his business responsibilities. 

When he was leading a public prayer 
hour, at conferences or elsewhere, he made 
it really a prayer hour, a time chiefly for 
prayer,—and how seldom this is done! 
He did not make the common mistake, 
in these meetings, of taking most of the 
time by talking- about prayer; he would 
read some Scripture, speak briefly for five 
minutes or so, turning the thoughts of all 
present to their opportunity and obligation 
in prayer, and then he would turn over 
the rest of the time for prayer by those 
present. Such daily prayer hours in the 
conferences were a secret of blessing that 
could be had in no other way. And always 
he was insistent in having a prayer room, 
at all conferences, to which individuals 
could go at any time for prayer. 

Although the Lord greatly blessed Har- 
vey Borton in entrusting large things to 
him, and leading him continually into larger 
blessings, he was always looking for still 
larger things in his Christian service. He 
was never content to stand still. Whether 
he consciously uttered it or not, his habitual 
attitude was that of Jabez, whose prayer 
was a favorite one of his old friend Howard 
Banks: “And Jabez called on the God of 
Israel, saying, O that thou wouldest bless 
me indeed, and enlarge my coast” (1 Chron. 
4:10). Also like Jabez, “God granted him 
that which he requested.” 

But the real triumph of Harvey Borton’s 
life and testimony came in the way he ac- 
cepted his financial and business reverses, 
and finally his physical breakdown and suf- 
fering. His spirit of triumphant faith in 
the Lord was glorious and miraculous, 
when every -human circumstance pointed 
in the other direction. He loved the Scrip- 
ture in Philippians 4: 4-7, and he proved 
that, with him as with Paul, these words 
were not theory but practice. He was 
enabled to “rejoice in the Lord alway,” and 
to “be anxious for nothing.” Only because 
“the peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding” was keeping his heart and 
mind through Christ Jesus, was it possible 
for him to live the radiant life of victory 


December 18, 1937 


in the midst of circumstances that would 
have utterly discouraged and_ hopelessly 
crushed many another man. With Paul he 
could say, “I know both how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound.” He had 
learned, in whatsoever state he was, there- 
with to be content. For he had the secret: 
“T can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” 

His physical suffering was often intense 
during the three weeks spent in the hos- 
pital. The doctors wondered why he did 
not behave as most men would under those 
circumstances, why he did not get impatient, 
or complain, or rebel. It doubtless would 
have been a relief to them if he had,— 
and they thought it would be a relief to 
him! They knew not the secret that was 
giving him that “unreasonable” and unex- 
plainable peace, keeping his heart and mind 
through Christ Jesus, 

Harvey Borton’s longing was granted ; his 
hospital experience was indeed a testimony 
to the Lord. The closing years of his 
life, and the closing days, were the tri- 
umphant climax of the life of this business 
saint, as God granted his “earnest expecta- 
tion and hope,” “that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as 
always, so now also shall Christ be mag- 
nified in my body whether it be by life, 
or by death. For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.” 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















| Would Be Loved of Him 


MA4&* narrates the tragic episode of 
the rich young ruler who, when the 
“Master” to whom he had so eagerly knelt 
planted the cross directly in his path, went 
away sorrowfully; then Mark records that 
Jesus, looking upon him, loved him. Did 
not Jesus look in love upon every inquirer? 
It is written that Jesus loved Martha, and 
Mary, and Lazarus their brother. Did he 
not love all who were his friends? John, 
the youngest of the apostles, could never 
turn his eyes from the wonder of his Lord’s 
love for the stormy young “son of thun- 
der,” and long years afterward registered 
himself always “that disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” But without doubt the Lord loved 
all his disciples. 

One who is learned in the deep things 
of the Word has remarked that there are 
honorary degrees among those who are the 
beloved of the Lord Jesus Christ. He notes 
that for some he can have only a profound 
compassion, for others he feels the love of 
comradeship. The rich young ruler was 
a fine, clean, upstanding man; and the heart 
of the other young Man, who was also 
God, reached out to him, longing to see the 
one thing lacking supplied. The young 
John, leaning on Jesus’ breast, nestled into 
his very heart and drank deep of the spring 
of his love, and was able years later at 
the behest of the Spirit to set down the 
words spoken that passover night as per- 
haps no other could have done. 

Gladsione at the height of his manhood’s 
vigor bore witness: “I have had a hunger 
to be loved of Christ. You all know, in 


(Continued on page 918) 
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LESSON 1. 





JANUARY 2. THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A PREVIEW 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 10 : 35-45 
Golden Text.—And whosoever of you willbe the chiefest, shall be servant of all.—Mark 10:44 














Kine JAMEes VERSION 


Mark 10:35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come 
unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us 
whatsoever we shall desire. ; 

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for 
you? 

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on 
thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye 
drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with? 

39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, 
Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the 
baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: ; 

40, But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine 
to give; but if shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 

41 And when the ten heard é, they began to be much displeased 
with James and John. 

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know 
that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: 

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of 
all. 

4s For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 


: AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Mark 10:35 And there come near unto him 7, James and John, 


‘the sons of Zebedee, saying unto him, Teacher, we would that thou 


shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall ask of thee. 6 And he 
said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you 37 And 
they said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right 
hand, and one on thy left hand, in thy glory. 38 But Jesus said 
unto them, Ye know not what F ask. Are ye able to drink the cup 
that I drink? or to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with? 39 And they said unto him, We are able. And Jesus said 
unto them, The cup that I drink ye shall drink; and with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized witlhal shal! ye be baptized: 40 but to sit on my 
right hand or on my left hand is not mine to give; but it is [er them 
for whom it hath been prepared. 41 And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be moved with indignation concerning *James and 
John. 42 And Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye 
know that they who are accounted to rule over the Gentiles lord it 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority over them. 
43 But it is not so among you: but whosoever would become great 
among you, shall be your * minister; 44 and whosoever would be 
first among you, shall be * servant of all. 45 For the Son of man 
also came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many. 
2Or, Jacob. *Or, servant. *Gr., bondservant. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


A general view of the whole Gospel of 
Mark by Dr. Ironside is given on page 909. 

N WORLDLY politics we are accus- 
] tomed to the selfish saying, “To the 

victors belong the spoils.” Even in a 
democratic country like our own we have 
become inuref to the idea that when a 
particular party gets into power, its ad- 
herents may expect to be rewarded with 
public offices at the behest of senators and 
other officials. And while civil service 
reform was intended to put a stop to stich 
practices, there is very little activity of 
conscience regarding this method of rec- 
ognizing faithful party henchmen. 

But it is far otherwise in the Kingdom 
of God. There self-seeking has no place, 
and he who serves. with self-interest in 
view will lose out at last. When our 
Lord sits on the judgment seat every man’s 
work will be manifested “of what sort it 
is.” Quality will count in that day. It 
was this the disciples failed to see. Their 
conception of the Kingdom was a very 
carnal one despite all the teaching they 
had received regarding its spirituality and 
the necessity of lowliness and meekness if 
one would be honored in that coming day. 
There is a Southern “spiritual” that says: 

The quickest way up is down, 
You may climb up high, 

And try and try, 

But the quickest way up is down. 

The simple little ditty embodies a pro- 
found truth in the spiritual realm. 


The Historical Setting 
- The incident here recorded occurred in 


the closing days of our Lord’s three and 
one-half years of ministry, as he was on his 


& % % “ 


way to Jerusalem for the last time, there 
to give his life a ransom for many. There 
are still differences of judgment among 
scholars as to the actual year of the cru- 
cifixion, but if our Lord was born four 
years before the period denominated. Anno 
Domini, it would be shortly before the 
passover in A. D. 29 that Jesus set his 
face like a flint to go to Jerusalem (Isa. 
50:7; Luke 9:51). How pitiable that at 
such a time there should be a strife among 
his disciples as to who should be greatest! 
(Luke 22: 24.) 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 10:35.—The request of the two 
disciples. It was faith in his divine mis- 
sion and belief in his Messiahship that 
prompted James and John to ask what they 
did. But they failed to realize how pride 
lurked behind their prayer. They would 
have the Master grant their desire before 
they mentioned what was in their minds. 


Verse 36.—His question. He would not 
commit himself to their will, but probed 
with another inquiry, “What would ye?” 


Verse 37.—The right and left hand. Thus 
pressed, they laid bare their ambitions, to 
be his special ministers, exercising: an 
authority in the coming Kingdom, which 
they supposed to be imminent, beyond that 
of the rest of the twelve. 


Verse 38.—His cup and baptism. Without 
sternly rebuking them, he tells them that 
they do not realize what they are asking. 
The way to preferment in his Kingdom is 
by suffering. Could they drink of his cup 
of sorrow and rejection and be baptized 
with his baptism of death and judgment? 


Verse 30.—Self-assurance. Their reply, 
“We can,” showed how little they as yet 
understood ‘after all they had seen and 
heard. He knew well they would all for- 
sake him and flee within a very short time. 
Nevertheless, eventually. they would indeed 
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be divinely strengthened to endure suffer- 
ing, reproach, and death itself for his 
Name’s sake, 

Verse 40.—Reward according to devoted- 
ness. He was not apportioning rewards 
at that time. As the suffering Servant, 
these were not yet his to give, but when 
he returns as King he will reward each one 
according to his works (Rev. 22:12). 


Verse 41.—Indignation of the ten. “Only 
by pride cometh - contention” (Prov. ‘13: 
10). It was undetected pride of heart that 
led James and John to prefer their request. 
It was a similar state of soul that moved 
the ten to indignation when they learned 
of it. 

Verse 42.—Gentile rule. The Lord Jesus 
turned the incident into an occasion for 
instructing the disciples in the principles 
of his Kingdom. The Gentile kings ruled 
by despotic power, subjecting others to their 
will, ‘ 

Verse 43.—Kingdom ministry. In his 
Kingdom love rules and lowliness triumphs. 
The greatest in the Kingdom is the hum- 
blest minister to others. 

Verse 44.—“Servant of all.” The one 
who will be given the chief place at last 
is the one who abases himself to serve all. 

Verse 45.—The true Servant. In this 
they will be imitating the Son of man, who 
came from Heaven, not seeking glory of 
men, nor to be served by them, but to min- 
ister to the lost and the needy, and at 
last to lay down his life that mankind might 
be redeemed. Observe, his death was not 
an accident, nor simply a martyrdom. — It 
was purposed from the beginning. He be- 
came man and came into this scene on pur- 
pose to die as a Ransom for sinners. None 
could take his life from him till the hour 
arrived when he laid it down of -himself. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Preferment in the Kingdom of Christ 
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depends not on self-seeking, nor is it 
achieved by worldly methods. He who 
would be honored of God in the day when 
his Son will be acknowledged as King of 
kings and Lord of lords must be willing 
to follow him in his lowly path of unre- 
quited service for the blessing of a needy 
_ world. Following Jesus is not following 
him into his heavenly Home. It is follow- 
ing him, if one may so say, out of his 
Heaven, down into a world of sin and 
wretchedness, taking the path of self-abne- 
gation and readiness. to be rejected by men, 
in order to manifest the Spirit of Christ 
to those who know him not. It is only 
thus we can represent our Master, the 
Servant-Prophet, aright. And in order to 
do this we must first yield ourselves to 
him. We cannot live a Christian life until 

we have a Christian life to live. There 
is a life by which we live. And there is 
a life we are called upon to live. We ob- 
tain life only by faith in him who gave 
himself a ransom for all. We manifest 
that life as we yield ourselves to him as 
Lord. For even after we have received the 
new life we need to be on our guard against 
the corruption of our old nature, in which 
there still’ dwells no good thing (Rom. 
7:18). The disciples, with the exception 
of Judas, were truly born of God and really 
loved the Saviour, but they allowed the 
flesh to dominate when they permitted strife 
and emulation to mar their fellowship. We 
need always to guard against the same 
thing. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfil the lust-of the flesh” (Gal. 5: 16). 


Lesson Outlines 
Onty ONE Source or CONTENTION 


1. It always springs from pride. “Only 
by \pride cometh contention” (Prov. 13: 
10): 


‘2.It was the cause of Satan’s fall. “Lest 
being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil” (1 Tim. 3:6). 


3 It was the serpent’s first temptation. 
“Ye shall be as gods” (Gen. 3:5). 


‘Gop’s Worp.on LowLiNnEss 

t. To Baruch, “Seekest thou great things 
for thyself? seek them not” (Jer. 45:5). 

2. To Saul. “When -thou wast little in 
thine ‘own sight’. . .” (1 Sam. 15:17). 
~ 3..Concerning Epaphroditus. “Not re- 
garding his life” (Phil. 2: 30). 
_ 4 His will for us all, “In lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves” (Phil, 2:3). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

« Fhe Nature of Christ’s Kingdom. Our 
Lord came to Israel as the promised King 
whose Kingdom must eventually supersede 
every other. Everywhere he went he pro- 
claimed the message, “Repent, for the King- 
dom of God is at hand” (cf. Mark 1:15). 
But he and his Kingdom were definitely re- 
jected by the very people who were sup- 
posed to be waiting for it. Now he has 
gone up to the Father, “to receive for him- 
self a kingdom, and to return” (Luke 19: 
i2).. In the present interval between his 
first and second advents he is gathering out 
a people from Jew and Gentile who will 
reign with him when he returns. Already 
his Kingdom is set up in their hearts and 
they. own allegiance to him as the rightful 
King, though rejected by the world. Ina 
mystical. sense his Kingdom even now is 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of Interfational Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter, 1938 
1, January 2.—The Gospel of Mark: A 
Preview 


becbuchonsaetedapane es Mark 10 : 35-45 

2. January 9.—Preparing for a Life of 
BOPGIGE - .cccccccusisnstcccsstees Mark 1 : 1-13 

3. January 16.—Beginning a Life of Serv- 
DOD cha kechc sa) o0S0d Seamheveses Mark 1 : 14-28 

4. January 23.—Ministering to Physical 
po BP ee Pere ep eee Srey) Mark 1 : 29-45 

5. January 30.—Ministering to Spiritual 
NOSES chee cdscteniccccbeccsaress Mark 2: 1-12 

6. February 6.—Challenging the Social Or- 
GOP cic ccv cae singedicdy entesksees Mark 2 : 13-22 

7. February 13.—Conserving the Sabbath 
FOr TAB |e ovicds veessckas Mark 2:23 to 3:6 

8. February 20.—Choosing Companions in 
BAPWIOS  Seveveseddccncsses Mark 3: 7-19, 31-35 

9. February 27.—Measuring a Man’s 
Worth. ccccccccccccsecsess adadee Mark 5: 1-17 








spreading through the world wherever his 
authority is acknowledged. When he re- 
turns he will judge the nations in right- 
eousness, and all the kingdoms of men will 
be subjected to himself who in his own 
time will show who is. that “blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). Then those 
who have suffered with him during the time 
of his rejection will reign with him in his 
glory. All rewards for present service are 
linked with the Kingdom (Rev. 22: 12). 

Men talk of building the Kingdom now, 
but the phrase is not found in Scripture, 
nor does it represent any Bible teaching. 
We do not build the Kingdom. It is our 
business to preach the Gospel in the power 
of the Holy Spirit in order that men may 
be saved and so be delivered from this pres- 
ent evil age. Then, when the Kingdom 
comes with the King’s return, all the re- 
deemed will have their part allotted by the 
Lord himself. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we, seeking honor for ourselves? If 
so, we are missing the great purpose for 
which we have been saved, which is to 
bring honor to our Lord who died to re- 
deem us. 


Have we learned the joy of unselfish 
service? The happiést people on earth are 
those who live—and give —for others. 


Are we drinking of Christ’s cup and shar- 
ing his baptism? Many have partaken of 
the-communion cup and have been baptized 
in the name of the Holy Trinity who have 
never tasted the sweetness of the fellowship 
of Christ’s sufferings. 


Are we content to serve for his glory? It 
is sO easy to deceive ourselves and to im- 
aginé we are devoted to his interests when in 
reality we are seeking preferment.and rec- 
ognition for ourselves. 


Some one has spoken of the pride that 
apes humility.. An old commentator bids 
us beware of four kinds of pride: 

“The pride of -race 

The pride of place 

The pride of face 

The pride of grace.” =... 

Only as we are filled with the Spirit and 
thus occupied- with Christ will pride be 
kept in the place of death. 
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Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


It is the poor in spirit who obtain the 
greatest blessings of the Kingdom. 


By becoming a Servant, Christ has ele- 
vated all service and dignified all servants. 


It is a greater thing to serve cheerfully 
than to rule with asperity. , 


The life of Jesus could not avail to save 
one poor sinner, but it was by his death 
he became a ransom for all, 


Blood shed is life given up; therefore 
we are redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ, who gave up his life for us. 


Nothing is more unbecoming in the ob- 
jects of God’s grace than a desire to outdo 
or belittle others. 


Envy, jealousy, and selfish ambition can- 
not thrive where the Spirit of Christ. con- 
trols. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


1. What is the special aspect in which our 
Lord is presented in the Gospel of Mark? 


2. Who was Mark, and by what other 
name was he known? j 


3. When did the incident recorded in this 
week’s lesson take place? 


4. What was it that James and John 
really had in mind in making their request? 


5. Will there ever be an earthly King- 
dom set up by Christ? 


6. If so, when will it be established? 


7. What should be the attitude of Christ’s 
followers during the present period between 
his two advents? 


8. In what sense are believers now in his 
Kingdom? 


9. What great lesson are we taught re- 
garding the nature of Christ’s death, in the 
last verse of this lesson? 


10. How many actually benefit by the 
offering of the Ransom? . 


(Answers to questions on page 916.) 
CHICAGO, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
thou hast left us in no doubt as to the divine 
standard of greatness as set forth by our~ Lord 
Jesus in this lesson. How completely thy 
standard —his standard—upsets the worldly 
view of what constitutes greatness! We have 
been in danger of missing the mark in all this. 
We are sometimes dazzled by the outward show 
oi greatness, unthinkingly accepting the world’s 
standard instead of that set forth in these won- 
derful words of our Lord. What difficult dis- 


ciples we are! How patient is our loving Lord! 


Open our eyes, we pray thee, to real values, 
to the true piace of the Christian in the midst 
of a needy world. Take away from us. any 
false ambitions, quicken us to work hard, and 
to do all we can with the gifts that thou hast 
given us. Help us, we pray thee, to uphold the 
standards of thy Word. And may we sperd and 
be spent in the deep joy of service in thy name. 
May we not claim advantages for ourselves, 
but may we use our high privileges in humble 
and faithful service in thy name. This we nray 
in the name of him who took ‘upon himself the 
form of a servant,—our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It does seem so 
strange that the disciples were disputing 
among themselves concerning greatness. 
How painful to the Lord Jesus must have 
been their attitude! His searching ques- 
tions must have startled them, and re- 
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vealed to them the low order of their think- 
ing. They were yet to learn the place of 
service for him through times of great 
trial and tribulation. They were to learn 
what he meant by the greatness of service, 
—not position, not titles. Can you think 
today of any title that you would rather 
have than any other? Yes, you would have 
various suggestions. But let me make one 
suggestion for a title that every true Chris- 
tian can have, and in which he would re- 
joice. I am going to put the initials of 
that title on the board. S. S. G.. Does 
anyone say what that means? It means 
Sinner Saved by Grace. How that title 
takes away any pride, any claim of place 
or prominence! It is a gift to us from him 
who came from the Glory and took the form 
of a servant. Do you think that your work 
is too humble, not seen by many? Never 
mind! Just be glad that you are in his 
service and that you are an S. S. G, Let 
us pray. 





S. 3. G, 
} SINNER SAVED BY (GRACE 
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“The Spectrum Analysis” 
Shown in the Cartoon 


By E. J. Pace 


Y MEANS of that wonderful invention 

known as the spectroscope the stars 
are made to yield up their secrets, not 
only as to their constitution, but the direc- 
tion and velocity of their movements. The 
spectrum, seen through the spectroscope, 
is an image formed when a beam of light, 
or, in general, radiant energy, is dispersed 
so that its rays are arranged in the order 
of their wave lengths, as in the rainbow. 
Across the spectrum of light numerous 
lines are seen, and always in exactly the 
same position for each given element whose 
burning produces the light. The lines gre 
called Fraunhofer lines. 

In the firmament of divine Revelation 
there shines a star of the first magnitude. 
It is the wonderful passage in the second 
chapter of Philippians quoted in the car- 
toon. From the highest conceivable posi- 
tion in the universe, equality with God, 
to the lowest possible rung of the social 
ladder, a “bondslave,” came the Son of God: 
“Being found in fashion as.a man, he hum- 
bled himself, and became OBEDIENT [to 
the Father] unto [that is, until] death.” 
The detailed story of that life of unbroken 
obedience that issued in death is the sub- 
ject matter of the Gospel of Mark. Where 
do we find those unselfish traits of the 
Servant, mentioned at the beginning of 
Philippians two, — “consolation,” “comfort 
of love,” “fellowship of the Spirit,” “tender 


mercies and compassions,’” — more graphic- _ 


ally exhibited than in the Gospel of Mark? 
In a pre-eminent degree the second Gospel 
is the “spectrum analysis,” so to speak, of 
Philippians 2: 5-11. 
Orvanpo, FLa. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Give Me’ Complex.—James and 
John ... come... saying, Master, we 
would that thou shouldest do for us what- 
soever we shall desire (Mark 10:35). 
Among the very first words our grand- 


_children learned to lisp were, “Granfaver, 


wot will ya give me?” And I expect that 
goes for pretty much all children and 
“granfavers.” Like young birds their 
mouths are always wide open for anything 
there is to get. At the fair you will find 
a crowd at the stand where a little pickle 
to hang on a cord is given away. 

The mining and oil stock promoter does 
business upon this trait. As I write I 
have just received in the mail a lot of very 
convincing literature to show me that by 
investing ten dollars I am sure to get $1,000 
in return. Just as though there were no 
ten dollars in the West where folks would 
know the situation and the promoters and 
buy the stock if it were any good. 

“Something for nothing” is the bait that 
catches many a “sucker.” Here in Coates- 
ville in summer various organizations hold 
fairs at which “chances” are sold on auto- 
mobiles at twenty-five cents. Thousands 
of “tickets” are sold to those who hope to 
get a $700 to $1,000 car for a quarter. 

Here in our first lesson for 1938 we find 
this trait manifesting itself in all its per- 
fection among the little company of the 
Lord Jesus himself. These intimate dis- 
ciples present a blank check for their Mas- 
ter to sign. 





.vighteous Servant 





THE GOSPEL OF MARK 


is the spectrum analysis 
ot Philippians 2:5-9... .- 


(he Gospel of God's 


bel a F 


If you and I had been writing this record 
we would not have mentioned the incident, 
or at.least we would have soft pedaled this 
“Give me” complex. 

That is to say, the disciples were human 
like the rest of us, with their weaknesses 
and lapses, and the divine Writer of the 
Gospel story gives us an open Book that 
reveals all (2 Tim. 3: 16; 2 Pet. 1: 21). 


The Human Nature of the Book.— 
When the ten heard it, they began to be 
much displeased with James and John (v: 
41). Here is an old story, but you may 
not have heard it: Two friends went into 
a restaurant for lunch. They both decided 
to have filet of sole. (Sole is a delicious 
fish which, in this country, is apt to be 
flounder when served in a restaurant!) 

“Waiter, filet of sole for two,” was the 
order. 

The waiter presently laid down before 
one of the men a plate containing a large 
and a small piece of the fish. Placing the 
smaller piece upon a plate the server handed 
it across the table to his friend. 

“Well, you certainly have the nerve!” 
exclaimed his friend. 

“What is troubling you, old fellow?” 

“Look how you have served this fish 
—giving: me the little piece and keeping 
the big one yourself.” is 

“How would you have done it?” 

“As the server I’d have given you the. 
big piece.” 

“Well, I’ve got it, haven’t I? Whad ya 
kickin’ about!” And the friends laughed. 

This story illustrates the situation among 
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“The Twelve.” It is a first century ver- 
sion of the reach for the biggest piece. 

“Oh, you big pig,” cried the little boy 
at the party, when the little girl grabbed 
the biggest apple. “I wanted that one.” 

You may remember that Mother Zebedee 
was also pulling wires in the same direc- 
tion (Matt. 20: 20-25). 

One of the delights of the Bible study 
which keeps the book always so new and 
refreshing is these little human touches. 
The Holy Spirit seems to take special pains 
to spread such things through the Gospel 
record. If you want an interesting study 
some evening look up these human nature 
exhibits. 


The Old Way.—Whosoever of you will 
be the chiefest, shall be servant of all (v. 
44). “Let him be your minister,” Matthew 
writes (20: 26). 

There was a day when the minister was 
the greatest man in the community, in that 


- he was the “servant” of the community — 


marrying it, burying it, comforting it, and 
advising it. 

Up at Brandywine Manor, six miles 
north of Coatesville (The “Manor Road” 
goes through Rock Run) the Reverend 
Nathan Grier and his son J. W. C. Grier 
were ministers (servants of the country- 
side) for eighty-one years. 

: Over at Octorara, some seven or eight 
miles away, Dr. Latta was the minister 
in the country church for years and years. 
These great and godly Griers and Lattas 
were the leaders in their parishes. “What 
the preacher says goes,” was the formula. 

Northwest Chester County was an ideal 
corner of the country. If you don’t believe 


; it ask George Washington and his little 
. army that wintered at Valley Forge, a few 
' miles ‘east on the Schuylkill. 


The Quakers down at Caln were help- 
ing George at Valley Forge also. I heard 


' Waldo Messaros say, “The Chester County 


Quakers wouldn’t fight, but they turned 


| the grindstone for the Scotch-Irish Pres- 


byterians to sharpen their battle-axes.” 


: Meaning their conscientious scruples did 


not prevent them from furnishing Wash- 
ington with meat and grain. 

Where are the old-time ministers who 
christened, married, and buried their peo- 


. ple and otherwise served them? Is it be- 


cause the masterful minister of parts hears 


. the siren call of the city and becomes just 


one more dress suit among the tuxedos? 
Or has the countryside become so sophis- 
ticated that it is no longer impressed by a 
great and strong personality? Are there 
too many pianos, radios, automobiles, mag- 
azines, newspapers, movies for the able 
minister to become a Grier or a Latta? 
I do not think so. The reason is the gifted 
young minister does not stay long enough 
in his country charge to warm his nest. 
His ear is continually open for voices from 
town. He seems to think the ministerial 
ladder has its foot in some city church, 
which most city pastors, in competition 
with the church around the corner, will 
tell you is a mistake. 

If I had my life to live over again I 
might become a minister. I. would seek 
a country call where there were intelligent 
farmers. When I got the charge I would 


_ settle down for a long stay and live just 


as my people lived, pants in boots and 


Ahayseed in my hair, so to speak! I would 


réad and study and pray and cultivate my 
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voice as a medium with which to sell my 
goods, said “goods” being the love of God 
through his Son. If the Lord developed 
any talent in me I would keep right out 
at “Green Fields”: drawing a congregation 
for miles that filled a ten acre field with 
automobiles. I would like to be the “Great 
Chester County Whitefield on $2,000 a year 
and a V8"! 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL weadeep are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the ae means that good illustrations 
are constantl: ly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 


Danger of Getting What We Want.— 
Master, we would that thou shouldest do 
for us whatsoever we shall desire (Mark 
10:35). Dr. W. H. Rogers, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, New York, called 
attention in a recent sermon to the differ- 
ence between our needs and our wants, 
There are needs that only God can supply. 
A rich man may be able to purchase all 
he wants, but he cannot purchase all he 
needs, — the sunshine, for example,.and the 
rain. And the preacher reminded his 
hearers that God is pledged to “supply all 
your need,” but he noted: “We may not 
want our needs, and we may not need our 
wants. How burdened some of us would 
be if all our wants were supplied! For the 
supplying of all our wants would only cre- 
ate more wants.” God loves us too much 
to give us everything we want—and he 
loves us too much to hold back anything 
we need. Let us trust him to keep us from 
our impoverishing wants, and to enrich us 
with his all-sufficient supply of our every 
need.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs, Lizzie Kirby Beck, Smiths 
Grove, Ky. 


The ‘“Flighty’”? Cat.—Grant unto us that 
we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the 
other on thy left hand, in thy glory (v. 37). 
Once I had a cat whose ambition was too 
great. He was very fond of climbing trees, 
and would go up to the topmost branch of 
our tallest oaks. But the cat did not know 
how to get down again. There he would 
stick for hours at a time, crying piteously, 
unresponsive to all our calls, until at length 
some one climbed the tree and risked a 
sharp scratching in pulling him from the 
topmost bough. I have seen many a man, 
many a woman, whose exalted purpose and 
silly fancy carried him or her to a height 
from which there was no daring to descend. 
“Flighty,” we sometimes call such persons, 
or, “highflown.” Their predicament in busi- 
ness, in society, in thinking is often seri- 
ous, and sometimes absurd, It is best to 
keep well within reach of the ground.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. E. 
M. Chase, Kansas City, Kans. 
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The Difference.—The Son of man came 

. to give his life a ransom for many (v. 
45). The one thing which distinguishes the 
Gospel of God’s grace and extinguishes 
the religions of the world is that in the 
religions of the world the blood is flowing 
from the devotees to the gods to appease 
them, but in Christianity the blood is flow- 
ing from God to the sinners, 
“See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?” 
God himself meets his own require- 
ments in the death of Christ. He is not 
acting apart from him, therefore his action 
is God’s act—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Under Sentence of Death — But.— 
The Son of man came ... to give his life 
a@ ransom for many (v. 45). A policeman 
brought a man to the China Inland Mis- 
sion Hospital at Anshun, Kweichow, China, 
of which Dr. E. S. Fish has charge, to de- 
termine whether or not the man had leprosy. 
If he had not, he was to be a free man; if 
he had, he was to be taken out and shot. 
Dr. Fish looked at the man and could easily 
see that he was a leper. He then turned 
to the policeman and said: “He is a leper, 
but he need not die” Dr. Fish found a 
place for him and he was given attention. 
So the sinner (under the sentence of death) 
need not die, for “the Son of man came 

. to give his life a ransom for many.” 
—The above incident was related by Dr. 
E. S. Fish at the China Inland Mission An- 
nual Conference in Toronto, September, 
1937. Sent by Mrs. M. B. Taylor, To- 
ronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


No Crowding Here.—And whosoever of 
you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of 
all (Golden Text). A young minister was 
preaching a sermon on Christ washing the 
disciples’ feet, and in the midst of it he 
said, “Do you know, friends, we are all 
fighting for the top in the church, but 
there are so few fighting for the towel.” 
This was a crude way of saying that there 
are very few willing to be the last, the 
lowest, and the least in the body of Christ. 
—From The Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Material: As you start this new series of’ 
lessons, it would be well if each teacher 
could have a piece of three-ply wood about 
two feet by three feet. Cover it neatly 
with dark blue outing flannel, or flannel, 
something to which figures (backed with 
outing flannel) will cling. Then as each les- 
son is prepared, make the figures you need 
for that lesson. Cut-them out of paper 
and paste on a back of outing flannel. Cut 
out. As you tell the lesson story, rub the 
cut-out figures firmly against your dark 
covered board, and they will stick. This 
eliminates the thumb tack nuisance, and is 
more attractive and quicker. 











R six months we shall be studying 

in Mark’s Gospel, so what more inter- 
esting for your children than.a_ personal 
book for each one? They will enjoy mak- 
ing ‘them, and can take the Gospel home 
with them in their finished books. For 
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this introductory. lesson, give them the 
cover to their book. A manila paper holder 
cover is a good one. For handwork to- 
day, let each child print across the middle 
of the front cover, Marx’s Book Asout 
THE Lorp Jesus. Then their own name 
in the lower right-hand corner. For the 
leaves of the book, mimeographed paper 
will answer. 

This half year we are going to study 
about the life and work of the Lord Jesus, 
when he was living on earth, The man 
who wrote this book is Mark. Four men 
wrote about the things the Lord Jesus did 


and said while on earth. They are Mat- 


thew, Mark, Luke, and John. . We call their 
books the four Gospels. 

Mark was a young man who was a friend 
of Paul’s and a nephew of Barnabas. He 
went with them on some of their mission- 
ary journeys. His mother was one of the 
Marys who followed the Lord Jesus, and 
he was probably often with Christ and heard 
him preach, and saw him perform miracles. 

We're going to have a special verse all 
this quarter. We'll learn some others, but 
this one we shall learn so well we never 
can forget it. It is Mark 10: 45— “For 
even the Son of man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister, and to give 
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his life a ransom for many.” This really 
means that even Christ came to earth not 
to be served and waited upon, though he 
was then as forever the Lord of Heaven 


and earth, but to serve others and to die~ 


on the cross to save sinners. 

The prophet Isaiah foretold that Jesus 
would be the perfect Servant Son of God, 
obedient unto death. Mark tells us about 
the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilling this proph- 
ecy in his earthly life. We shall see this 
as we go on with the lessons each week. 

Each of you is going to make a book of 
your own this quarter, and today we shall 
print the title and your name on the front 
of the cover. Next week we'll put in the 
first leaf, 

Before we do this, let’s say our key verse 
we are going to study every Sunday (Mark 
10: 45). 

Mopesto, Catir. 

4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Gospel of Greatness. 


Discussion: What is it to be truly unself- 
ish? Cite instances and. show how it has 
blessed the lives of both the unselfish per- 
son and the person toward whom he has 
shown unselfishness. 


Objective: To learn the lesson of min- 
istry to others. 

AY, fellows, as we enter this first Sun- 

day of the New Year upon six months 
of rich study in the Gospel according to 
Mark, notice one very interesting thing 
right in the beginning. The four Gospels 
are often characterized as follows: Mat- 
thew, the “Gospel of the King (or the Mes- 
siah)” ; Mark, the “Gospel of the Servant” ; 
Luke, the “Gospel of the Perfect Man (or 
the Son of man)”; John, the “Gospel of 
the Son of God.” Perhaps as you look over 
those typifying titles the last one you would 
pick out to represent the “Gospel of Great- 
ness” would be Mark — who presents Jesus 
as the Servant. Yet that is exactly what 
Mark’s record portrays—the Gospel of 
Greatness, That is why the tenth chapter 
is selected for the introductory lesson of 
the six-months’ study in Mark: because it 
sounds the keynote of the book, and the 
truth is expressed in Jesus’ own words 
when he says: “Whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: and 
whosoever of you. will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. For even the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many” (vs. 43-45). 

The occasion of that striking statement 
was the spirit of selfishness cropping out 
among the disciples. They actually got into 
a debate about which of them would be 
greatest in the Kingdom, and John and 
James came to Jesus asking that they might 
sit on his right hand and on his left when 
he should be King. It must have been quite 
a shock to them when he told them the 
only way to true greatness was by the 
pathway of lowly service; by the pathway 
of thinking only and doing only for the 
good of others. They had thought only of 
themselves. 

So we are’ going in for a half year’s 
study of this wonderful Gospel, as pre- 
sented by Mark under the clear guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. It will doubtless be 
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a revelation to us. If we are willing to 
have it, we shall get, a fresh revelation of 
the Lord Jesus, our great Saviour. That 
being the case we shall get a fresh reve- 
lation of ourselves, and we need that, too. 
It may bring us a shock — even as the dis- 
ciples got a shock. It won’t be pleasant to 
examige our own hearts in the clear light 
of this revelation, and discover just how 
utterly sefish we are; but it will be mighty 
good for us.. We will be surprised to note 
how much we have been served —how 
many people have put themselves out for 
us — and how little disinterested service we 
have rendered to others. Yes, it will be a 
revelation, and it will make a big change 
in our program. Maybe it will start us 
on the road to true greatness! 

Fellows, I suggest that you read the Gos- 
pel of Mark through, first thing. You can 
do it, thoughtfully, in an hour. Then read 
it through again and again; new discoy- 
eries will come with each reading. But 
certainly read it through once as a fine be- 
ginning of this six-months’ study; and of 
course we teachers need to saturate our- 
selves with it; then we shall take up the 
selected passages in their orderly sequence. 

And don’t forget to pray. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to teach you the wonderful things 
he wants you to learn between now and 
next July! 

Staunton, VA. 

ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To show the girls the greatness 
of service and the relationship of any 
worth-while service to the Christian life. 

Activity—One of the girls may list on 
the blackboard the various types of service 
suggested by the class. Show pictures of 
people who have become great because of 
their services to mankind: The words which 
form the word “great’? may be filled in 
during class on the blackboard or a large 
chart by the girls. For notebook work 
during the study of Mark’s Gospel, the 
girls might write a brief summary each 
week of the lesson story, illustrating the 
story wherever appropriate. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: and 
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all” (Mark 10:43b, 44). ~ + 











IRLS, have any of you ever wanted to 

be great? Probably most of us, at 
some time in life, have had that desire. 
We want to become rich, famous, impor- 
tant, or to have some special honor be- 
stowed upon us. Ambition is good if it 
is directed toward the right goals, but am- 
bition for purely selfish purposes is harm- 
ful. 

In the lesson today, we study about John 
and James, two of the disciples of the Lord, 
who wanted to become great for selfish 
reasons. The Lord Jesus did not scold 
them and tell them how rude and incon- 
siderate they were. Instead, he gave them 
a rule for greatness that would give them 
far more satisfaction than the granting of 
their own request. (Read the lesson.) 

Who can find the verses which give the 
rule for greatness? This is the Memory 
Verse for today. What makes a person 
great? Is it wealth, fame, social position? 
You were going to bring to class a list 
of people who have become great. Let us 
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study your lists and see just how their 
greatness compares with the rule that the 
Lord Jesus gave. (The teacher might 
bring to class pictures of men and women 
who have made worth-while contributions 
to. the world. These might include national 
leaders, social reformers, inventors, scien- 
tists, artists, writers, Christian leaders, and, 
if possible, the picture of some humble, un- 
acclaimed person whom the girls know 
whose greatness is found in simple, every- 
flay kindnesses to others.) 

Girls, are all famous people great? 
Sometimes a name will occupy the headlines 
of the newspapers and first place in the 
news broadcasts for days. Is this always 
an itidication of greatness? Often the pub- 








Combined with ... 


INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School Lessons 


3 Qo worn for 1938 use a 
WORTH 
7Sc 


TESTAMENT 


full Text for the year 


endid clear gre 
Thin for the 
purse. li leather 
cover. The most inex- 
pensive quality Testa- . 
ment ever made. 


6 for $2.10 
i2« 3.95 


These are the prices to 
delive he = 


No. 06 A.J. HOLMAN COMPANY 


1224 Arch Street Philadelphia 


Books by Clifford Lewis 


Nat. Pres. Y. P. Fellowship Clubs 
THRILLS OF CHRISTIAN YOUTH— 

















Just off the press. Thrilling reports from youth lead- 
ers of severa a0 ccmibden, Experiences of the author in 
45 states, Canada and Mexico. §0c each. 


YOUTH ON THE MARCH — Red flag, black 
flag, or banner of cross ? 

25c each; 5§ for $1. 
GOOD NEWS POEMS— Nine original and 
others suitable for various occasions. 

1§c each; 2 for 25c. 


MOTHER, THE UNCROWNED QUEEN— 

A message for the entire family. Material for 

“* Mothers’ Day.” 15c each; 2 for 25c. 

All Four Books, $1 (Stzinps tor postaze appreciated.) 
REVIVAL PRAYER BAND 

8011 WILLARD AVE. DETROIT, MICH. 


Child Evangelism 


The answer of the Correspondence School 
of The Bible Institute of Los Angeles to a 
Nation-wide need ! 


9 Lessons; 9 Examinations 


| Material written by outstanding children’s 

workers. Over 200 pages of material, both 

theoretical and practical. Write for Prospectus. 
Correspondence School 


BIBLE INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES 
558 South Hope Street Los Angeles, Calif? 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lic centers its attention too closely upon 
the servants of our eternal Public Enemy 
No. 1. (See Col. 3:2.) Let us see what 
Job 32:9 tells us about great men. They 
are not always wise. The spectacular, the 
glamorous, the exciting is not always an 
indication of true greatness. Sometimes 
physical power, leadership ability, a sharp 
mind, great wealth and glory hinder the 
greatness of unselfish service. (Illustra- 
tions of unwarranted fame may be called 
for in order to make this point clear.) 

Did you ever think of a servant as a 
great person? Who are the people who 
serve you? (In order to show the value 
of all constructive labor, the girls might 
classify occupations somewhat as follows: 
1. Those who produce raw materials, such 
as farmers, miners, and others. 2. Those 
who prepare raw material, such as factory 
workers, cannery workers, 3. Those who 
distribute finished products, such as truck 
drivers, storekeepers. 4. Those who build 
roads, towns, vehicles, etc. 5. Those who 
give public service, professional or other- 
wise, such as street cleaners and janitors, 
or doctors and teachers. 6. Those whe do 
research work, such as scientists, inventors, 
students of social problems. 7. Those who 
do full-time Christian service. 8. Those 
who work in the home, such as maids, 
mothers, other members of the family. 
Many examples may e included according 
to the interests and knowledge. of the 
pupils.) 

Did you ever realize, girls, just how 
important each service is? The cobbler 
who repairs your shoes, the baker who 
bakes your bread each renders a service 
that makes your life more comfortable and 
happy. Their names will probably never 
appear in the headlines, but their lives have 
been important because they have helped 
to make other lives run smoothly. 

A mother once said, “I don’t know of 
what good I am in the world. I have no 
talents. All I can do is to take care of 
my husband and my five children.” One of 
the greatest services that anyone can render 
is to care for those who are given into 
one’s keeping. If you girls choose the 
career of homemaking instead of one that 
will bring you before the attention of the 
public, you can still perform great service. 

What are some of the requirements of 
greatness? Let us study them from this 
chart. (See activity.) 


G entle (2 Tim. 2:24). 

R eady (Titus 3:1). 

E xample (1 Tim. 4:12). 

A wake (1 Cor. 15:34). 

T ransformed (Rom. 12:2). 


1. The Lord wants his servants to be 
gentle and. well-mannered. 2. He wants 
them ‘to be ready to make use of every 
opportunity for service that comes to them, 
no matter how humble it may be. 3. He 
wants them to be examples of what he can 
do with a surrendered life. 4. He wants 
them to be awake and on the watch “lest 
ye enter into temptation” (Luke 22: 46b). 
5. He wants his servants to be transformed. 

How does the Lord want his servants to 
work? (Col. 3:22, 23.) Each one of you 
has a service to perform that will add to 
the welfare and happiness of others. “Who 
then is willing to consecrate his. service this 
day unto the Lord?” (1 Chron. 29: 5b.) 
(This verse might be brought to class on 


a large strip of paper and fastened to the ° 
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wall with thumb tacks, or otherwise dis- 
played as a visible challenge to the class.) 

Next week we are going to study how 
the Lord Jesus Christ prepared for his 
life of service among men. Learn Psalm 
23: 3b. 


AcraucaH, CALir, 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 912) 

1. As the great Servant-Prophet. 

2. Mark was the son of a wealthy woman 
named Mary and a cousin of Barnabas. He 
is also called John. 

3. When our Lord was on his last journey 
to Jerusalem, there to give himself a ran- 
som for our sins. 

4. They thought our Lord was abovt to 
set up the earthly Kingdom, and they soul 
age! most important offices in it. 

“All things written in the law, the 
seaphiots, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
This involves Christ’s reign on earth, but it 
Nhe be a heavenly Kingdom set up down 

ere, : 

6. When Christ returns. He has ne 
away, we are told, “to receive ...a kingdom, 
and to return” (Luke 19: 12). 

7. We should own him as the only rightful 

rd and seek to serve others as he served 
when here. 

8. They have acknowledged his authority 
and they recognize his spiritual sway. 

9. It was a sacrificial death. The giving up 
of his life was a ransom for our souls, 

ro. All who turn to God in repentance and 
receive the Gospel message in faith. 


[Children at Home 








Boomeranging 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS Christmas morning. The Christ- 
mas chapter had been read, and the 
Christmas stockings emptied. 

“How about a kangaroo hunt to get up 
an appetite for Christmas dinner,” I in- 
quired, said dinner being always the finest 
of the year. 

As the children crowded around me I 
unwrapped a magnificent boomerang about 
two and a half feet long made of white 
ash, which I had procured, regardless of 
expense, from a sports shop. 

I told them that an expert with a boom- 
erang thought nothing of bringing back 
one or two kangaroos and an emu or so 
from a hunt. Moreover, I explained to 
them that “boomerang” was my middle 
name, and that in Australia, among the 
natives, I was always known as “Old Sure- 
shot Scoville,” on account of my skill with 
that identical weapon. 

“When were you in Australia, Fathie?” 
inquired Trottie inquisitively, 

“Ask him when he threw that boomer- 
ang last,” broke in Mothie, trying to take 
the shiny missile away from me. 

“Never mind,” I replied severely, cov- 
ering up the price mark with one hand. 
‘J don’t intend to answer any insulting 
questions. Who’s going hunting with me?” 

It turned out that all the children were. 
Mothie and Aunt Alice said they were 
afraid of being pecked by emus or kicked 
by kangaroos, so they stayed home. 

We chose the deserted campus of Haver- 
ford College for our hunting ground. 
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Standing in the middle of the soccer field, 
I pointed out to the children a man and a 
girl walking sedately across the campus 
well over a hundred yards away. 

“I will throw the boomerang in the 
general direction of those kangaroos,” I 
said. “It will describe a wide circle about 
them and come back to my hand.” 

While the children stood around with 
open mouths, I took a short run and let 
the boomerang fly close to the ground, it 
being the first time I had ever thrown one. 
To my great astonishment it skimmed the 
ground and then rose up into the air and 
made a bee-line for that inoffensive couple. 
We all shouted warnings. They saw it 
coming, and the man bravely stepped in 
front of the girl, but when the boomerang 
was about thirty yards away it described 
a wide curve, just as I said it would, and 
came half way back to us. 

The kangaroos were much irritated. 

-“What do you think you’re doing, any- 
way?” bellowed the man. I shouted back 
apologies; and the incident was finally 
closed. 

Peter regarded me sternly. 

“Fathie, I can’t allow you much as a 
kangaroo hunter,” he said. “I will now 
show you how a boomerang should be 
thrown,” whereupon he threw it slantingly 
high in the air. It described a fifty-yard 
parabola and then turned in midair and 
came whizzing back. directly at him. 

“Run, Peter,” squealed little Allie. “Look 
out! Duck! Catch it!” were other sugges- 
tions made by the rest of us as we scat- 
tered in all directions. 

Poor Peter was too paralyzed by fright 
to run, but with great presence of mind: lay 
down on his tummy in a mud puddle, evi- 
dently hoping to escape the attention of 
the boomerang, which struck the ground 
not three feet away with such force that 
it was half buried in the soft turf. 

Little Allie now tried a throw and landed 
the boomerang in the branches of a big 
elm, from which Peter finally dislodged 
it with a stone. 

Then we took a walk in a little patch 
of woods bordering on Haverford Pond 
to see if we could find any Christmas birds. 
In the middle of the woods: we hear 
mewing note. I looked through trees and 
thickets, but could not locate the bird. 
Finally through an opening in the trees 
I caught a glimpse of the pond, and on its 
surface sat a brown herring gull which was 
giving the strange note that had puzzled me. 

Peering through the brush we saw no 
less than fifteen herring gulls, which had 
flown in from the sea, forty miles away, 
and were either on or flying above that 
little puddle of a pond. 

Four of them were full-grown, pearl- 
white sky-pirates with white heads and 
black tips to their wings. Of the other 
eleven, some were dusky brown gulls in 
their first year. Others, in their second 
year, were blotched with brown and black. 

The veterans were quite shy, rising into 
the air whenever we came near, but the 
young ones swam about undisturbed, 

All of them were feeding on the gold- 
fish which swarm in Haverford Pond, and 
we watched several catch and swallow fish 
half as large as one’s hand. Sometimes 
two or three gulls would chase one who had 
caught a fish and try to take it away from 
him, . The fisher would fly frantically, mak- 
ing warning, chirring notes as he flew. 
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Sometimes he would drop the fish, and it 
would get away, whereupon the loser would 
indignantly peck his pursuers, who always 
flew guiltily away, without trying to defend 
themselves. 

After we had watched the gulls, we tried 
throwing the boomerang out on the pond 
among them, but it was evidently not made 
for hunting birds, for it always came whir- 
ring back before it reached the water. 

We finally gave up any further hunt- 
ing, and rushed back home full of health 
and hunger. As for the dinner — well, 
that’s another story, and a good one, too. 

Haverrorp, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 9. What is Most Important in Daily 
Living? Isa. 55 : 6-9. 


Sunday, January 2 


Problems in Daily Living 
(Luke 9 : 57-62) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Problem of honesty (Rom. 12: 17). 

Tues.—How to handle gossip (2 Thess. 3: 
11-18). 

Wed.—How to control anger (Prov. 15:1, 


2). 

Thurs.—How to face discouragement (Acts 
16 : 19-25). 

Fri—How to keep on good terms with 
people (Rom. 14: 19). 

Sat.—How to act toward foes (Rom. 12: 
17-21). 











i is the day of multiple activities. 
The speed and ease of transportation 
and communication, the many mechanical 
aids and devices that speed up work and 
make for convenience and comfort all unite 
to lure us into undertaking far more than 
we can do well. 


Young people, especially, in the energy . 


and enthusiasm that belong to youth, are 
particularly susceptible to the temptation 
to undertake far more than can possibly 
be accomplished. This is no less true of 
Christian young people than of those who 
do not confess Christ, and often the temp- 
tation is even greater for Christians. They 
must be in the center of every school activ- 
ity and sport. To these activities are 
light-heartedly added responsibilities in 
Sunday school, in young people’s work, 
and in other forms of Christian service 
or social contacts. Before long, some ob- 
ligations are neglected or only half ful- 
filled, and there is a general feeling of 
pressure and inability that eventually means 
trouble. 
ve 


It is helpful to know that in our Lord’s 
day, although conditions were quite dif- 


ferent, the problem of conflicting activ-. 


ities was nevertheless a very real one. In 
the Scripture verses chosen for our prayer 
meeting, the Lord Jesus sought to help 
three would-be followers to see the folly of 
scattered objectives and irresolute purpose. 
ve 

The first man enthusiastically proclaimed 

his discipleship. But the Lord discerned 
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The Sunday School Times 
Wall Calendar for 1938 


HE picture shown in this illus- 

tration, “* The Forbidden Book,” 
is a copy of a beautiful painting in 
the Royal Art Museum in Brussels, 
Belgium, famous for its. portrayal of 
the dangers surrounding the pos- 
session of the Bible in Reformation 
Days. ; 


The other eleven pictures, each 6% 
x 8 ‘inches, include— Mars’ Hill, 
Athens,. where the Apostle. Paul 
preached ; Ephesus, the location of 
the famous Temple of Diana; The 
Colosseum, where hundreds of early 
Christians were martyred; Guten- 
berg and His Bible, the first book 
printed from type; William Tyn- 
dale’s famous monumentin Belgium; 
the house of John Knox, the great 
reformer; Greyfriars Church 
and its equally famous Church- 
yard; the house of Robert Raikes, 
the founder of the modern Sunda 
School; Old Swedes Church, Wil- 
mington, Del.; The Warwick Ne- 
—- Church, Pa.; The famous 
Hay&ack Monument, Williams- 
town, Mass,—each picture is ex- 
plained fully. 


In addition there are Day Verses, 
Scripture references and titles for the 
International Uniform Lessons. The 
calendar is done in a rich sepia tone, 
—3o cents for single copies, to $17 a 
hundred (and still less for larger 
quantities). 


Send 30 cents for one copy, and 
look it over now, with a view to 
using copies as gifts or selling copies 
among your friends and fellow 
workers. 


THE Sunpay ScHooLt TimEs Co. 
325 N. 13th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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something that showed that the man had 
not counted the cost, or that he was not 
prepared to follow for Christ’s own sake 
alone. 

We can save ourselves many bitter ex- 
periences, if, before we undertake Chris- 
tian or social activities, we stop and count 
the cost, and quietly face the motives that 
prompt us. Is the proposed activity defi- 
nitely God’s will for us? Am I under- 
taking it for gratification of self, or for 
mere pleasure, or to please some one else, 
or do I want to do it primarily for God’s 
glory and to please him? 

4 

The second man wanted to postpone his 
answer to Christ’s call until he could 
attend to routine duties. The Lord’s re- 
buke shows that this was not an emer- 
gency. In the East, burial followed im- 
mediately on death, and would probably 
have meant only a delay of a few hours. 
What the man evidently suggested was 
that he return home and remain with his 
father indefinitely until his death. 

There were those who. were spiritually 
dead, the Lord sternly pointed out, who 
could attend to such duties. This man 
had been called to a living ministry. Many 
demands upon our time and strength can 
be settled by considering whether they are 
living or dead works. It is possible to 
find many harmless or. commendable activ- 
ities. But are they vital or essential for 
a Christian? 

br 


The third man felt the pull of family 
ties, or at least offered these as an ex- 
cuse, and wanted to place them before 
Christ’s call. No one ever showed a more 
tender consideration for his loved ones than 
did the Lord Jesus. But he never per- 
mitted sentiment to blind him to duty to 
God. And so he reminded this man that 
when he had undertaken a service for God, 
that must come first. 

Well meaning loved ones can sometimes 
blindly demand of us time and strength 
that profits them little, but hinders God’s 
will in our lives. God never asks us to 
neglect responsibility or care of loved ones, 
but he does ask us to put him first. Then 
he will work out for us those home prob- 
lems in a way that will provide all that is 
necessary and at the same time release us 
for the service he wants of us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


Under the Skylight 


(Continued from page 910) 


some relations, what it is to be hungry for 
love. Your heart seems unsatisfied till 
you can draw something more toward you 
from those that are dearest to you. There 
have been times when I have had an un- 
speakable_heart-hunger for Christ’s love.” 

Here is a noble covetousness! Daniel, 
man greatly beloved; Abraham, divinely 
acknowledged friend of God; Enoch, vouch- 
safed the sweet assurance that his earthly 
walk had been well-pleasing to the One 
who walked with him; Mary, of the better 
choice and the precious alabaster box, — 
dare I claim their guerdon?. I, too, would 
be loved of him. For his sake I would 
be refined, gracious, wise in the understand- 
ing of my Lord’s deeper meanings. I 
would be fed, not with milk, but with strong 
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meat, brawny to do his will, Let me be 
more than a mere brand plucked from the 
burning, a pitiful skin-of-the-teeth, so-as- 
by-fire bit of salvage. Let me fling my 
heart’s door wide to him who knocks that 
so we may sit down to sup in sweet, un- 
broken fellowship, he and the Father and 
I; for I, too, would be loved of him that 
so he may manifest himsélf to me in all 
his beauty. ; 


yy 
Goforth of China 


HE eagerly awaited life-story of Dr. 

Jonathan Goforth, written. by his wife, 
Rosalind Goforth, has just come from the 
press. It is one of the great missionary 
biographies of our generation. ‘The book 
makes an ideal Christmas or New Year’s 
gift for Christian friends, and its wide. cir- 
culation will surely bring blessing and re- 
vival to the Church of Christ whether at 
home or in mission fields. The book may 
be ordered from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 
at $2, plus 10 cents for postage. 





Providing a Home for 
Orphans and Cripples in China 


Ege: Rev. L..M. Anglin and his wife, 
missionaries for twenty-seven years in 
China and founders of the Home of 
Onesiphorus, are expected to arrive in the 
United States shortly after Christmas. 

These two valiant workers can truly 
be compared with outstanding missionaries 
of the Christian Church, since their work 
from the time they were called has been 
a life of great sacrifice and labor for their 
Master. During: twenty-seven years in 
China they have had only one furlough. 

About twenty-two years ago they opened 
their humble home in Taian, Shantung, 
to five orphan boys. Helpless orphans and 
crippled old people kept coming. From 
year to year as their number mounted into 
hundreds, God answered prayers and sup- 
plied the needs. 

Today the Home cares for about 600 
persons. Hundreds have been graduated 
from the Home Schools, which include in- 
dustrial and Bible training, and have gone 
out either to take positions with the gov- 
ernment or private industry as self-support- 
ing citizens. Some have gone out to preach 
the Gospel and establish Christian schools 
and orphanages in various places of North 
China. Scores of graduates have been mar- 
ried, and thus Christian families have been 
established. 

The influence of the Anglins and the 
Home is felt throughout the entire Shan- 
tung Province. The Governor, General 
Han Fu Chu, has visited the Anglins and 
made donations to the Home. The. work 
of Mr. Anglin as President of the Home 
is recognized and well spoken of by out- 
standing leaders of Protestant missions in 
North China. 

The Anglins, assisted by two Chinese 
workers, will tour the United States, Can- 
ada, and probably parts of Europe before- 
returning to China. Their mailing address 
while on furlough will be Home of Ohnesi- 
phorus (American Office), 2811 North 
Racine Avenue, Chicago. 

















= 


Lesson for January 2 


The Fundamentals Convention 
Next Year 


HE Annual Convention of the World’s 

Christian Fundamentals Association will 
be held next year; May 8-15, in the Wal- 
nut Street Baptist Church, Waterloo, Iowa. 
The speakers already engaged are: W. B. 
Riley, D.D.; Gustaf F. Johnson; Dan Gil- 
bert; and Paul W. Rood, D.D., President 
of the Association and of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles. More complete informa- 
tion will be given in later issues of the 
TIMES, 





[ With the New Books 


Cambridge Superthin Bible. (Persian 
Morocco, $4.50; with Concordance, $5; 
French Morocco, $4 and $3.50; the Mac- 
millan Co., 60 Fifth Ave, New York 
City.) The high qualities of the Cambridge 
Bible reach a new development in this 
Superthin edition of the King James Ver- 
sion. In minion reference type, small, but 
clear and black-faced, it is easily read. The 
extremely thin, but strong and opaque In- 
dia paper makes possible a whole Bible 
about five by seven inches and one- 
half inch thick. Handsomely but sturd- 
ily bound, it is ideal for a man’s pocket or 
a woman’s handbag. It has full center 
marginal references and Bible maps with 
index. The edition with Concordance is 
five-eighths of an inch thick. 


Black and White. By Evelyn McFarlane 
McClusky. (Miracle Book Club, 1423 Bis- 
sell Ave., Richmond, Calif., paper, $1.25; 
cloth, $2.) “Mother,” cried a small boy, 
“why do I have such a good forgetter about 
coming home from Tommy’s house and 
such a good rememberer about wanting 
Daddy to buy me a dog?” Why indeed? 
And since most of us have minds that 
operate in a similar manner, since we néed 
not only to be told Bible truths, but told 
in such a way that we will remember, Mrs. 
McClusky has been led to prepare forty 
new and remarkable studies on the Book 
of Exodus. These explain the scope of 
God’s redemptive plan, the significance of 
the plagues and also of the Tabernacle de- 
tails,; and they show the application that 
each part of the Exodus story has to our 
own lives today.- The central theme of 
the book will be found in the answer to 
the questions: “What were the Israelites 
told to do on the thixd day?” “And what 
has that command to do with me?” Iilus- 
trations, verse, footnotes, and unusual out- 
lines add rich interest to these studies, 
which, because of the foggy understanding 
of even Christian people, are here set down 
in clear “Black and White.” 

Mrs. McClusky is the International Di- 
rector of the Miracle Book Club, and this, 
the largest of her own three books, in- 
creases still further her God-empowered 
service particularly among the young peo- 
ple. 


The Red Stocking and Other Christ- 
mas Stories. By Margaret W. Eggleston. 
(Harper and Bros., New York City, 
$1.50.) Betsy felt that if she could only 
hang up a red stocking, it would certainly 
be filled Christmas morning. In most of 
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the pictures the stockings were red. _Was 
it a mere coincidence that she should find 
a red woolen scarf on the road, and that 
it belonged to the lonely and gruff old 
man from whom they rented their tumble- 
down house? His heart was touched by 
the crudely sewed stocking, and still more 
by the pathetic child note, and things hap- 
pened. Then there is the story of Bridget 
who washed for the college girls. They 
were discussing how fortunate it was that 
Bridget was relieved of her many heavy 
burdens, after having had the care of a 
crippled sister, a sick husband, a helpless 
little boy, and a poor old mother who had 
lost her mind. But Bridget gives them an- 
other view. “This Christmas,” said Brid- 
get, very slowly, “nobody wanted ‘nothin’. 
Nobody wanted me. I’ve been awful lone- 
some sittin’ there all alone without nobody 
needin’ me. I want to be wanted. So I 
went to church, and I said: ‘God, this 
time I want a burden.’” And the burden 
had come to her door, a distant relative, 
poor, homeless, and blind. These are but 
two of twenty stories, some for-children and 
some for adults, but all with a Christmas 
flavor. 


Seeing Prophecy Fulfilled in Palestine. 
By George T. B. Davis. (Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns, 1505 Race St., Philadel- 
phia; postpaid, 1 copy 25 cents; 5 copies, 
$1 to one address; lower rates for larger 
quantities.) Last summer Mr. Davis vis- 
ited Palestine for the third time, and brought 
back thirty photographs that illustrate the 
ten chapters of this intensely interesting 
book. His knowledge of the Bible and ex- 
perience as traveler and journalist have 
enabled him to give in a readable way a 
great many up-to-date facts that Christians 
are interested to know. (Many of the pic- 
tures and all the chapters have just been 
published in the Times in serial form.) 
The pictures alone are valuable. They in- 
clude views of the modern city of Jeru- 
salem, photographs of guards escorting col- 
onists to work, wreckage wrought by Arabs, 
scenes in orchard, field, and garden, immi- 
grants arriving, a close-up of an airplane 
landing at Lydda, and others; besides a 
map showing the territory of the proposed 
Jewish State. There is much human in- 
terest in Mr. Davis’ description of his trip 
up to Jerusalem; his quotation of an eye- 
witness account of the strikes and riots 
incited by Arabs; his interviews with the 
Town Clerk of Tel Aviv, the engineer who 
helped to construct the airport at Lydda, 
and the wireless operator of a plane from 
Holland; the thrilling story of Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, President of the World’s Zion- 
ist Movement and the “Nehemiah of Mod- 
ern Palestine” ; his description of the seven- 
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Other Miracles’’ 


This booklet just off the press full of in- 
teresting experiences from the mission field, 
together with a supply of VE W STYLA 
SCRIPTURE stamps, will be sent to-you 
absolutely free. Just send your name and 
address on a post card to the 


AMERICAN INLAND MOUNTAIN MISSION 
7015 S. Artesian Ave. Chicago, Il, 























“SCRIPTURE GIFT CAMPAIGN” 

40c will bring you a BEAUTIFUL SCRIPTURE 
TEXT CALENDAR and send a New Testament to 
Roger Tobey, Falmouth, Mass. 


WEEKLY MEETING 
TOPICS FOR 1938 


Carefully selected. Not denominational ; non- 
sectarian. Adapted for church midweek services, 
young people's meetin or for any group of 
Christian believers gathering weekly. Appro- 
priate subjects included for the various seasonal 
events of the Church Year. All subjects (with 
Scripture basis) have outlines for development 
of topic. Printed in convenient folder form. 
§¢; 40C adozen; $2.50 a hundred, 
Sample copy for stamped reply envelope 

BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 

837 N. Wells Chicago, Ill. 


Remember Russia 


A great white nation is perishing. The sufferings of 
Christians in Soviet Russia are indescribable. And yet— 
they are members of the same y of Christ to which we 
belong. Do their sufferings mean nothing to us? Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

The Russian Missionary Society is doing its utmost for 
those who sit in the shadow of death. Many thousands 
of dollars for support of missionaries and for_relief and 
for orphans have been sent by us into Soviet Russia and 
its border states. No time must be lost, if we really have 
at heart the Lord’s cause on the far-flung Russian Mis- 
sion Field. ‘ 

Please pray earnestly, and then—Whatsoever He tells 
you to do, do it with ail your might. 

Gifts for relief, or missionaries, or orphans ¢an be ad- 
dressed to 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 
M. N. Fetler, Secretary 


some needy soul. 











1844 W. Monroe Street Chicago, Ill. 
A Postcard =m." 


will bring to you 
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GIST OF LESSONS 1938 FREE 


if You Have Never Used It Before !— 
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ance, and send it to us for an introductory 
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hour debate in Parliament over the partition 
of Palestine, which he attended; and his 
talk with two young Jews in Jerusalem 
about the Gospel and prophecy. Again 
and again Mr. Davis shows how events in 
Palestine today fit into Bible prophecy as 
the pieces of a puzzle fit together, and in 
the last chapter, “The Future of the Jews,” 
he gives a fine brief résumé of prophecies 
relating to the Jews from the time of Moses 
on into the millennium. Here is a valuable 
handbook on prophecy and current events 
for pastors, Bible teachers, and Sunday 
school teachers, and it makes a fitting gift 
for Christian people to give to their friends 
or to the unsaved, who through reading it 
may be led to believe God’s. Word. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 27 to January 2 


Mon.—Mark 10 : 35-40. Seeking Empty Honors. 

Prayer Sucacestions: “Do ... whatso- 
ever we shall desire.” Before Pentecost 
the prayers of the disciples. were mostly 
selfish. After the filling with the Holy 
Spirit they ceased praying for fire from 
Heaven upon enemies, and for empty hon- 
ors. . They sought only the glory of God. 
God’s grace is stronger than the love of 
vanity. Contentment with God’s will is 
the surest antidote for self-seeking. Pray 
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for North East India General Mission, 
1212 Otis Building, Philadelphia. 
Tues.—Mark 10 : 41-45, 
The Royalty of Service. 
Prayer Succestions: “Whosoever .. . 
will be the chiefest, shall be servant of 
all.” We naturally love exaltation; Christ 
made himself “of no reputation.” By the 
most menial service in his own household 
Christ set us an example, and we “should 
follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). Spiritual 
stature may be accurately measured. As 
electric light power is measured by candle 
power, so our life service is measured by 
our loving service for Christ. Pray for The 
Orinoco River Mission, 558 S. Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Wed.—Luke 22 : 24-30. 
The Greatest in the Kingdom. 
Prayer SuacestTions: “Ye shall not be 
so.” The greatest in the Kingdom of God 
are those who follow the footsteps of Christ. 
Lust for position and power, engendering 
strife among men, can have no place in 
a Christ-centered heart. Masters of men 
in the spotlight on the stage of human his- 
tory stand for only a brief moment; but 
“he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever” (1 John 2:17). Pray for West 
Borneo Christian Mission, 111 Reis Ave- 
nue, Englewood, N. J. 
Thurs.—Matthew 20 : 20-23. 
A Mother’s Mistaken Ambition. 
Prayer Succestions: “Worshipping and 
desiring a certain thing.” The worship 
of God must be kept free from all personal 
ambition. Self-seeking mixed with adora- 
tion and petition offends God, even as does 
“breaking bread” with malice. False re- 
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@ Let us tell you how you may have... 
Security in Old Age ... Freedom from 
Worry ...a Steady Income . .. Permanent 
Satisfaction . . . through the annuity plan 
of the American Bible Society. 


For nearly ninety years the Society's 
checks have always been sent when due 
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the plan and tells you how you may 
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ligious desires are unacceptable to God. 
Learn from Christ what things to pray for. 
Pray for Pacific Garden Mission, 650 S. 
State Street, Chicago. 


Fri.—Philippians 3 : 8-16. A Laudable Ambition. 

Prayer Succestions: “The excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ.” Be ambitious 
to secure your cum laude (“with praise’) 
from God for consistent pursuit of the 
“excellency of the knowledge of Christ.” 
When Christ is “all our passion and our 
love,” lamps of faith and hope will be at 
their brightest. What is your chief ambition? 
Pray for Ceylon and India General Mission, 
128 Lombard Street, Oak Park, Iil. 


Sat—John 13:6-17. Our Supreme Example. 

Prayer SucGcestions: “What I have 
done.” The footsteps of Christ are well 
defined to the eye of faith. Only ransomed 
and consecrated feet can walk in “his steps.” 
The rules for Christian conduct are writ- 
ten plainly in the life of Christ. Walking 
as he walked in the paths of righteousness 
is the true life of faith. Pray for Spanish 
Gospel Mission, 83 Maple Road, Bristol, 
Eng. 

Sun.—Isaiah 42:1-8. God’s Servant. 

PraYER Succestions: “Behold my serv- 
ant.” Our Lord Jesus entered this world 
as the poorest of men. Obedient to the 
will of the Father he became, in his own 
household, servant of all. Every action in 
his humiliation is a sermon on loving God 
and man. Through grace, in every life 
condition, we, too, can serve God. “The 
common round of daily task” furnishes 
abundant opportunity for glorifying God. 
Christ is our perfect pattern. Pray - for 
Woman's Union Missionary Society of 
America,. Bible House, New York. 
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